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INTRODUCTION 
A key man in a newspaperls city room, the city editor is 
placed in authority over the news of the community and suburbs. 
His role of responsibility for adequate coverage of local events 
demands an unlimited knowledge of his municipality, a keen per-
ception of news values, a code of good taste and fairness, a 
better than average writing ability, and an indefatigable con-
stitution. 
Soon after he arrives to take charge for the day, the city 
editor finds himself in a whirling vortex of activity. Upon 
~eing oriented to developing stories by his assistant or by the 
editor of the preceding shift, he then memos his own ideas, 
formulates a news schedule for the next edition, evaluates re~ 
ports from tipsters, peruses telegrams, reads other newspapers, 
assigns photographers and reporter's to their duties, and scans 
the date book for additional information. 
And most of the time, the city editor works in comparative 
obscurity to his reading public. His position at the center of 
the mill, the pivot of the grinding machinery, is somewhat less 
advertised than the writers, those whirling blades which rise 
above the foundations to capture the ~magination of the 
ii 
countryside aroundv 
What kind of men are these city ~ditors? What are the 
ingredients of their personal eclecticism. Do all city editors 
conform to a common pattern and is their stamping ground a. 
private forum where all are given to the same thoughts and kin-
dred conditions that beset their lives and businesses? Though 
in the following pages these questions may in part be answered, 
it is unreasonable to assume that. such an aristocracy exists. 
There is little evidence that the city editor is a 11 typea 11 
But as citizen~ of a great democracy who are almost completely 
dependent on the processes of mass communications for public 
knowledge, we should have a pas.s ing acquaintance with those men 
in control of such processes~~among them, the city editors of 
this study. 
The information for this thesi.s was supplied by the 
answers to .questionnaires mailed to 1,104 city editors through.,. 
out the nation. Though the number of daily newspapers total 
over 1,700 at this writing, one might assume that tn~re should 
be the same number of executives., This is not necessarily true. 
Many city editors, especially on the smaller dailies have more 
than one title. Some are managing editors, editors-in..,.chief, 
or even publishers of their respeetive newspapers. The larger 
dailies on the other hand are rep:resented by more than one city 
editor. In view of recent studies involving other newspaper 
1 
executives of which this thesis is a third leg, it was con-
sidered practical to refrain :from the duplicat:kon of personnel .. 
Only those city editors who held no other position on their 
newspapers were solicited. The replies received from 215 
iii 
(19.4 per cent) of these men and women provide the foundation 
of this study. Thereby, almost one-fifth of the country's city 
editors, that is exclusively so, are included. 
Though the substantial returns indicate that a fair share 
of these city editors found time from their busy routines to 
submit a completed questionnaire, any evaluation of results 
in these pages applies strictly to those editors examined. It 
is not an attempt to classify city editors in the entire industr,. 
To benefit the readEr and to assure him that perhaps 11 some" 
pertinent information is being developed which will give him a 
clew to the temperament of the journalistic hierarchy, compari-
sons of this thesis with t~e. Desmarais and Wenberg studies of 
managerial personnel will be made throughout the following 
chapters. 
The 215 city editors hold positions on newspapers in 44 
states. The sampling includes 27 (12.5 per cent) city editors 
on papers with a circulation of over 100,000 readers; another 
27 (12.5 per cent) editors on papers with a circulation between 
50,000 and 100,000; 28 (13 per cent) editors on papers between 
25,000 and 50,000 circulation; and 133 (62 per eent) city 
editors representing newspapers under 25,000 circulation. The 
net circulation totals 9,817,971, or in terms of readership, 
over 39,200,000 (quasi). 
The accompanying chart shows the relationship between the 
iv 
newspapers of the United States in their four circulation 
divisions and the similar percentages of papers in this study. 
Many of the city editors expressed interest in the progress 
and results of this study. Others, while dutifully answering 
the queries, pointed out the failings of the questionnaire and 
voiced doubt as to its valueo This wonderment dealt with the 
lesser points on the question sheet fortunately, but neverthe-
less taught a severe lesson--that a questionnaire must neces-
sarily be a near masterpiece not only to avoid useless, time 
consuming overlapping, but to evoke the most prolific answers 
possible. No amount of labor is enough to effect a well rounded 
resourceful question~aireD 
The pulling power of this poll, especially in view of the 
city editors' fictional cynicism, was above expectations. 
Answers were received from s_uch gi.ants as the New York Herald-
Tribune, Washington Post, Birmi.ngham News, Los Angeles Mirror, 
San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco News, Wall Street Journal 
(P. c. E.), Atlanta Journal, Louisville Courier~Journal, Detroit 
Free Press, and the Minneapolis Star and Tribune. 
### 
Footnotes to Introduction: 
1. UNITED STATES PUBLISHERS~-A PROFILE, Ovide E. Desmarais, 
Boston University, 1950; an~ AMERICAN MANAGING EDITORS~­
A PROFILE, Jordan w. Wenberg, Jr., Boston University, 1951. 
-',}THE 215 NEWSPAPERS 
ALABAMA **CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
Birmingham 
News 174,820 J. House 
ARKANSAS 
Fayetteville 
Northwest Arkansas·Times 8,650 
Helena 
World & East Arkansas Record 6,504 
Little Rock 
Arkansas Gazette 96,550 
Stuttgart. 
Daily Leader & Arkansawyer 3,167 
CALIFORNIA 
Bakersf'ield 
Ca1if'ornian 
Berkeley 
Gazette 
Los Angeles 
Mirror 
Long Beach 
. Press-Telegram 
Merced 
Sun-Star 
Modesto 
Bee 
North Hollywood 
Va).1ey Times 
Riverside 
Daily Enterprise 
Riverside 
Daily Press 
31,160 
+5,743 
184,472 
81,041 
9,487 
28,690 
30,292 
6,633 
F. Carl, Jr. 
G. H. Stroud 
s. G. Harris 
G. Allen 
M. Arnold 
P. Small 
R. Shawhan 
No Name 
D. Keown 
0. N. Schroder 
C. Jackson 
G. Grif'f'in 
T. w. Patterson 
v 
San Francis co 
Examiner 
14,904 
221,506 
128,015 
23,260 
12,643 
J. Eppinger, Jr. 
San Francisco 
News 
San Francis co 
Wall Street Journal (POE) 
San Pedro 
N.ews ... Pilot 
R. W. Lee 
No Name 
B. ·R. Perez 
COLORADO 
Boulder 
Daily Camera 
Lamar 
Daily News 
CONNECTICUT 
Bridgeport 
Post 
Hartford 
Times 
DELAWARE 
Wilmington. 
News-Journal 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
!Washington 
.Post 
FLORIDA 
Clearwater-
Sun 
Orlando 
Sentinel ... Star 
St. Petersburg 
.Times 
GEORGIA 
Athens 
Banner-Herald 
Atlanta 
Journal 
IDAHO 
Nampa 
Free Press 
Pocatello 
Idaho State Journal 
ILLINOIS 
~lton 
Evening Telegraph 
Vi 
~~CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
6,7?4 
3,663 
?3,091 
96,44'7 
187,5~5 
7,354 
43_,912 
38,939 
6,194 
250,095 
6,728 
10,3p2 
26,265 
No Name 
M·. R. Largent 
v. w. Varjab~dian 
F. T. Ahearn 
No Name 
B. Gilbert 
E. R. Rogers, Jr. 
H. ·w. Pogue 
s. Witwer 
G. Abney, Jr. 
D., Carter 
M. Brown 
No· Name 
J. J. Dromgoole 
. . . ~ 
ILLINOIS (cont'd) 
Centralia 
Sentinel 
Champaign-Urbana 
Courier 
Duquoin 
Call 
East St. Louis 
Journal 
LaSalle 
News-Tribune 
Monmouth 
Daily Review~Atlas 
Ottawa 
Republican-Times 
Pekin 
Daily Times 
Robinson 
Daily News 
Rock Island· 
Argus 
Rockford 
Morning Star 
INDIANA 
Elkhart 
Truth 
Hammond 
Times 
Wabash 
· Plain Dealer & Times-Star 
Warsaw 
Times-Union 
IOWA 
Clinton 
Herald 
Marshalltown 
Times-Republican 
Newton 
Times 
Oskaloosa 
Daily Herald 
Washington 
Evening Journal 
Webster City 
Fr e eman..o Journal 
/ 
vii 
-lH~CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
11,499 F. L. Senters 
17,125 F. H~ Stein 
5,037 V. D. 'Bishop 
22·, 0'72 R. W. Gi singer 
13,956 F. J. Arnold 
6,230 R. B. ~ckley 
11,645 L. ·s. Clemens 
15,189 K. C. Reiley 
5,790 G. H. McCarty 
26,404 L. L. Ash 
44,831 C. H. Nelson 
19,295 
39,288 
6,968 
7,596 
21,426 
12,464 
6,983 
7,942 
4,153 
3,967 
E. Martin 
J. Brahos 
M.. Schlemmer 
V. H. Gaddis 
F. Emerson 
w. R. Benson 
P. Gurney 
D. Foehlinger 
c. W. Morris 
M., D. Maxon 
KANSAS 
Great Bend. 
Daily Tribune 
Liberal 
Southwest Daily Times 
Manhattan 
Mercury-Chronicle 
Pittsburg 
Headlight--Sun 
KENTUCKY 
Lexington 
Herald 
Lexington 
Leader 
Louisville 
Oour i er-Journal 
Richmond 
Daily Register 
LOUISIANA 
Lake Charles 
American-Press 
Augusta 
Kennebec Journal 
B~ddeford-Saeo 
Daily Journal 
Portland 
Press~Herald & Express 
MARYLAND 
Frederick 
Post 
MASSA GBUSETTS 
Hyannis 
Cape Cod Standard-Times 
Lawrence 
Daily Eagle 
P:,awrence . · 
Daily Tribune 
Lynn 
Daily Evening Item 
**CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
6,670 Ne Ober 
4,070 A. Ericson 
5,445 J. s. Smith 
13,546 No Name 
29,037 
23,594 
H. E. Reiser 
W. M. Stucky 
viii 
194,114 
4,640 
J. Herchenroeder 
16;580 
12,570 
8,264 
77,567 
8,386 
13,171 
2,923 
33,978 
20,582 
R. Fields 
J. Norton 
B. W. Hamilton 
E. P. Ingall:s 
No Name 
H. Decker 
J. L. F. King 
J. B. Osgood 
J. -F. Dowd 
No Name 
ix 
MASSACHUSETTS ( cont 'd) **CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
.. I 
Northampton 
Daily Hampshire Gazette 12,338 E. J. O'Dea 
Worcester 
Gazette 98,282 s. D. Donahue 
Worcester 
Telegram 52,771 A. A. Marcello 
MICHIGAN 
Adrian 
Telegram 
Ann Arbor 
16,116 H. L. Gay 
News 
Detroit 
19,940 w. J. Mulle·ndore 
Free Press ! : 449,449 No Name 
Flint 
Journal 77,975 R. B. Curry 
Grand Rapids ), 
No Name (over 57·,ooo) No Name 
Iron Mountain 
News 10,771 E. L. Russert 
Ludington 
Daily News 
ow·osso 
5,199 No Name 
Argus .... Press 11,890 J. E. Dingwall 
Saginaw 
.... ~ 
News 43,347 G. A. Boissonneaul 
St. Joseph 
Herald-Press 7,137 T. F. Ratcliffe 
MINNESOTA 
Brainerd 
Dispatch 6,027 w. H. Rogers 
Duluth 
Herald 32,718 J. A. Magill 
Duluth 
News-Tribune 47,434 o. Eo Lomoe 
Minneapolis 
Star 296,325 No Name 
Minneapolis 
Tribune 185,468 B; Hawthorne 
MISSISSIP;PI 
Biloxi ... Gulfport 
Daily Herald 19,947 c. Eisendrath 
Vicksburg 
Evening Post & Herald 11,757 c. Faulk 
MISSOURI 
Carrollton 
Democrat 
Fulton 
Sun-Gazette 
Poplar Bluff 
American Republic 
Sikeston 
Daily Standard 
St. Charles 
Cosmos-Monitor 
MONTANA 
Bozeman 
Daily Chronicle 
NEBRASKA 
Alliance 
Times.-Herald 
Norfolk 
Daily News 
Omaha 
World-Herald 
NEVADA 
Elko 
Daily Free Press 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Concord 
Monitor & N. H. Patriot 
NEW .JERSEY 
Asbury Park 
Press 
Atlantic City 
Union 
Camden 
Courier-Post 
Hackensack 
Bergen Evening Record 
Newark 
News 
Union City 
Hudson Dispatch 
~Bf CIR OULA TION 
2,450 
4,014 
11,618 
2,751 
2,863 
4,262 
4,594 
10,243 
245,187 
2,274 
10,048 
23,379 
10,145 
60,921 
44,189 
257,005 
42,956 
X 
CITY EDITOR 
J. Bryden, Jr. 
B. A. Cole 
J. .Hendrickson 
D. v. Paxson 
G,. Goellner 
c. D. Coover 
F. L. Spencer 
No Name 
L,. G. Gerdes 
G. Evans 
w. P. Newell 
H. Ober 
J. w. Walker 
s. M. OtKeefe . 
J. R. Sutphen 
H. G• Co it 
F. R. Oliver 
NEW JERSEY (cont 1 d) 
Vineland 
Ti!T\es~Journal 
NEW YORK 
Binghamton 
Sun 
Buffalo 
Courier-Express 
Elmira 
Adv.ertis.er 
Endicott 
Daily Bulletin 
Geneva 
Daily 'Times 
Glov'ersvilie 
Herald 
Mamor~one ck 
Daily Times 
Medina 
Journal~Register 
New York 
Herald-Tribune 
Niagara Falls 
Gaz.ette 
Ossining 
Citizen-Register 
Port Chester 
Daily Item 
Saugerties 
Daily Post 
Schenectady 
Gazette 1 
Staten Island 
Advance 
Syracuse 
Post-Standard 
Troy 
Record 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Burlington 
Times ... News 
Charlotte 
News 
Charlotte 
Observer 
Hendersonville 
Times-News 
xi 
-:~-~CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
10_,656 
29,019 
149,465 
10,006 
8,016 
8,991 
4/781 
5,921 
2,913 
345,423 
29,701 
5,388 
11,756 
1,059 
36,412 
38,849 
78,998 
6,543 
13,800 
71,454 
138,183 
5,103 
W. J .. Mulligan 
c. W. Voorhis 
J. F. Schrader 
R. J. Clark 
W. K. Babel 
No Name 
C. L. Slade 
M. Donaldson 
R. E. Waters 
J. G. Herzberg 
H. B. Mizer 
J. Woodworth 
W. J. Bassett, Jr. 
B. W. Burns 
E. Themak, Jr. 
No Name 
J. L. Gorman 
J. R. Snyder 
A. H .. White 
R. L .. Young, Jr. 
R. C. Page, Jr .. 
L .. H. Wise 
NORTH CAROLINA 
X11 
*->}CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
Hickory 
Daily Record 15,637 v. G. Shuf'ord 
Lumberton 
Robesonian 6:.180 No Name 
Ral.eigh 
N~ws & Observer 113,277 w. G. Womble, Jr • 
Wilson 
Daily Times 9,337 J. Fulghum. 
OHIO 
Akron 
Beacon-Journal 142_,075 R. c. Sutlif'f' 
Ashland 
Times-Gazette 8,.234 D. E. Beattie 
Bryan 
Times 3;;593 H .• B. Lewis 
Canton 
Repository 62,277 L. H .. McCrea 
Cincinnati 
Enquirer 184,765 J. F. Cronin 
Cincinnati 
Post 149,645 J. E. Allen 
Cleveland 
News 143_,029 J,. 
Columbus 
w. Rees, Jr. 
Citizen 
Columbus 
86_,285 D. Easter 
Ohio State Journal 
Coshocton 
76,002 M .. Schapiro 
Tribune 10,624 L. s. Boyd 
Dayton 
Journal .... Herald .79.) 206 R. M. Stross 
Lima 
News 33_,420 H. L. Thomas 
Middletown 
News-Journal · 16,696 P. J. Day 
Sandusky 
Register-Star-News 17,381 M. c. Harmon 
VanWert 
Times..,Bulletin 6,866 R. L. Bitters 
OKLAHOMA 
Duncan 
Bariner 8,250 R. A. Hudson 
Muskogee 
Phoenix & Times-Democrat 17,809 A. R. Gatts, Jr. 
Ponca City 
News 10_,903 No Name 
xiii 
OKLAHOMA (cont 1 d) *-*CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
Sapulpa 
Herald 4,134 c. R. Matthews 
Shawnee 
News-Star 12,211 No Name 
Tulsa 
Tribune 66,985 M. R. Cracraft 
Tulsa 
World 132,77'7 s. Steen 
Vinita 
Daily Journal 3,749 s. Love 
OREGON 
Astoria 
Astor ian-Budget 7,043 H. E. Hughes 
Eugene 
Register-Guard 28,226 D. H. Sellard 
Medford 
Mail-Tribune 13,277 E. Allen, Jr. 
Salem 
Oregon Statesman 15,940 R. E. Gangware 
PENNSYBVANIA 
Aliquippa 
Beaver Valley Times 16,256 D. P. Keith 
Allentown 
Chronicle 20,416 F. A. Stickle 
Bangor 
Daily News 2,790 J. B. Gaffney 
Charleroi 
Mail 4,278 R. L. Wiper 
Lancaster 
Intelligencer-Journal 30,'768 H. F. Stacks 
Lancaster 
Sunday News 57,460 R. c. Steinmetz 
Lock Haven 
Express 6,958 P. L. Stevenson 
Mahanoy City 
Record-American 6,829 J. Carrick 
Phoenixville 
Daily Republican 5,075 J. F. Rudick 
Scranton 
Times 53,924 Ee J. Donohoe 
Tarentum 
Valley Daily 
Towanda 
News 14,751 D. L. Webb 
Review 
Williamsport 
7,04'7 s. N. Clarke 
Grit (nat eire) 632, '768 J. B. Willmann 
' 
xiv 
RHODE ISLAND ·~HrCIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
Newport '• 
Daily News 
Westerly 
9,165 E. E. Jemail 
Sun 7,106 c. s. Barker 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Greenville 
News 
Greenville 
65,690 w. F. Gaines 
Piedmont 26,653 P. L. Barrett 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Aberdeen 
American-News 20,449 E. L. Tollefson 
TENNESSEE 
Chattanooga 
Times 54,908 
!Memphis 
E. Sussdorff, Jr. 
Press-Scimitar 132,040 No Name 
Nashville 
Banner· 89,643 J. Drury 
iTEXAS 
Baytown 
Sun 8,094 A. L. Banks, Jr ~ 
\Borger 
News.-Herald 8,725 H. Kinkead 
Brownsville 
. Herald 12,521 L • B. Moore 
:Oel Rio 
News-Herald 4,782 I. J. Fleetwood 
Fort Worth 
Press . 44,300 w. D. Hall 
:Fort Worth 
Star-Telegx-am (AM) 115,.667 J. Butler 
!Fort Worth · 
Star-Telegram 
Wichita Falls 
(PM) 117,194 c. K. Boatner 
Times 22,046 w. L. Donnell 
~TAH .. 
Salt Lake City 
Tribune 93,339 H. Gorey 
XV 
VERMONT **CIRCULATION CITY EDITOR 
Barre 
Daily Times 
Montpelier 
8,123 P. G. Angwin 
Evening Argus 4~904 E. Atkins 
st. Johnsbury 
Caledonian-Record 4,883 T. J. Russell 
VIRGINIA 
Charlottesville 
Progress 10,237 M. B. Mount, Jr. 
Lynchburg 
Advance 15,319 D. w. Wright 
Newport News 
Daily Press 19,905 c. L. Hurst 
Norfolk 
Virginian-Pilot 
Roanoke 
95,436 J. R. Bobbitt, Jr. 
Times 43,916 H. Hood III 
WASHINGTON 
Bremerton 
Sun 1'7,196 c. Davison 
Port Angeles 
Evening News 5,617 No Name 
Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer 185,005 B. s. Jacobsen 
Seattle 
Times 211,275 H. MacLeod 
Spokane 
Daily Cbroni cle '7'7,610 G,. H. Coe 
Walla Walla 
Union-Bulletin 16,124 c. M. Gray, Jr. 
Wenatchee 
Daily World 16,352 R. w. Woods 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston 
Daily Mail 60,162 J. R. Woodford 
Clarksburg 
Telegram 
Fairmont 
24,953 J., H. s. Martin 
West Virginian 6,'779 ·A. J. Zimmerman 
Huntington 
Advertiser 22,520 J. R .. Haworth 
WISCONSIN **CIRCBLATION CITY EDITOR 
Madison 
Capital Times 
Portage 
Daily Register & Democr~t 
Sheboygan 
Press 
Wausau 
Record-Herald 
39,66'7 
4.,877 
25;207 
1.6, 4?'8 
* Returns were not received fr.om the~·.·s'tates 
MEXICO, NORTH DAKOTA and WYOMIN.G. 
·**Edit.or and Publisher Yearbo<;>k, 1951;,.. 
.. ,. 
c. Parker 
J. B. Murphy 
w. J. Pfister 
No Name 
of ARIZONA, NEW 
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Division of Journalism 
Boston University 
84 Exeter Street 
Boston 16, 'Massachusetts 
''*Dear City Editor: 
The Bureau of Graduate Research, Boston University Division of Journalism, has made a profile study of this nation's 
newspaper publishers and managing editors. A digest of the former appeared in Editor and Publisher, May 27, 1950. We are 
continuing our research in American newspaper personnel with a study of city editors similar to the others. Mr. Towsley, a 
graduate student of this Division, is doing this study. Your cooperation in answering as much of this questionnaire as possible 
will enable us to get the results back to the newspaper industry in a manner which We believe will be of interest and value to 
you. We thank you for your time and interest. 
(I) Name (Optional) .......... ...... .... .............................................. (2) Birthplace 
Dr. David M. White 
Director of Graduate Studies 
Division of Journalism 
Boston University 
(3) Year of Birth .................... (4) Number of years in journalism, in any capacity .................... (5) As City Editor ..................... . 
(6) Do you write editorials? .............. (7) How often? ............................................................. (8) How did you get into journalism? 
(Coincidence? Choice? Desire to write? Through a school of journalism? etc.) ............................................................................. . 
(9) List the jobs you have held in newspaper work, giving age at the time: ........................................................................................ . 
(I 0) List the jobs you have held besides newspaper w·ork, giving age at the +ime: ............................................ ; ................................ . 
··········-············································································· .. ··················· . ······ ........................... : ............. :· .......................................................... . 
(II) Number of years in grammar school? .................... Town and population ....................................................................................... . 
(12) Number of years in High Schooi? .......................... Town and population ..................................................................................... . 
( 13) Number of years in College? ................................. Town and population ....................................................................................... . 
(14) Specialization in College? (Economics, e+c.): .............................................. (15) College degrees? .............................................. . 
(16) Honors? (Varsity, debating, etc;): ..................................................................................................................................................... . 
(17) At what age did you begin contributing to your own support? ................ (18)At what age did you begin supporting yourself 
wholly? .... ~ ............. (19) At what age did you leave home to live elsewhere? ............... (20)Father's occupation ............................... . 
(21) Father's political benL. ................. (22) No. of brothers and sisters .......... (2'3) Mother's occupation durin_g .marriage .................. . 
(24) Were you given religious training? ................ (25) Mild or strict? ...................... (26) Church ......................................................... . 
(27) Do you attend church today? ................. (28) Regularly, rarely, occasionally, never? 
(29) Which denomination? .......................................................................................................................................................................... . 
~ Check father's income level yearly: 
(30) While you were in grammar school 
(31) While you were in High school 
(32) At college, or between 17-21 
$1 ,000-2,500 $2,500-5,006 ~5,000-1 0,000 Over $1 0,000 
(over) 
' . (33) How old were you .w~en you rqarri~d2 .,.;, .......... :.(34) Wife's age at marriage? ................ (35) Her occupation then? ................... . 
(36) How many children have you had? ...... :~ ... (37) How mi:my children are single now? ............ Married? ............ Divorced? .......... .. 
(38) Which newspa~,G~s .~o ~~,~u read r_e·g~i~ly? ...................................................................................................................................... .. 
(39) Which magazines do you read regularly? ............... : ................................................................................................. :.'':"···":'"'""""'": ;iiiij 
....... : • ·~~." •• ~~ ••••• ~ •• ~. 0 •••••• ~: •••• ~ ••• ·: • .......... 0. ~~.·. ·,· : .•• ~- •• ·: •••••• ::. ·:;.: .... ~. ~.: •• ·_: :.: •• 0 ·:; •••• ::~· • .• ~ ~ ... !; .... ·:. ~.~.·.:. ·.:.:: ~-. '(~ ... : .. : ·; .. ~.: 0 •• ~.:::..:: .: 0 ~ ':~.; 0 ... ~-. ·:::.·:··. ~ .. ~- .•,. 0 • . •.• ••• ·!~:~.~-· 0 ..... 0 0 ::·:: .. oouu .. 
(40) To which r:nagazines ,have you C()nfribute~. ~rticiE!s? ........................ : ....... : ... _. .... ; ... _.., ..... : .... ,.,. .. ,; ....... , ................................ ~ .. :--· .. :·"""':"·"" 
(4~) .~:~ ~;Edob,, '~~;.;,~,, ·.;~' ~ '';;·~.. •;: '~ ;l p (j;;"-i~~~; {~ ~;~:i i , ;.?? ~~~;·o:l;:b:~~~:~";":":? ::::.i: .:.< 
(44) ih"ow you~ ~refer~nce of e~ployee typ~· b~ ~'arki:~g (1) fo; first-ch~ic~, .(z{f~r ;e~o~r ~:r~~ Pfa~~ a (~l for ~pe.yo~ ~o~ld 
; . . . . .. .. · . ' . . . . . . . . 
not hire: College graduate. V(ith .a major in journalism ................ College graduate with major in liberal arts ...... .' ..... ~ ... High school 
r_raduate ... . F. ?_r;amm~r ~ch~ol 'g~a<fl,l~+~ ............... High school graduate with five years experience as reporter on small 
daily .............. ..·.· 
(45) What is your political a-ffiliation? .. :·.~ ................. (46) Who did you vote for in the last presidential elecEon? ........................... . 
(4~) Do you hold any political office? ................... (48}· W.hat 'is ih'e na.tur.e of.the office? ................................... if., .... ;:.:·-. ..... ;fm •.. ::.:': 
(49) Please ch~ck, public opinion polls a.re of: great value .. :,: ......... ; fair value .............. :;. liHie·value:,.: ........ i no v~ilue ...... : .... ;.-: .. ·_,. 
(50}'.W~a)· .is your average annual income? ........................................................................ :; ..... :: .. .- ....... ~· ................. ' .... : ... : .... ::: ..... : .. ·, , ....... : ... · ·>' 1 
(51) I prefer the stories of (check one): AP ......... -!.;UP ·:.v ....... ; INS ..... : ...... (52) Why? ..... : .... , ... , ..... :.: ........................ : .. 
(53) The three U.S. newspapers. which give the most fair•and·reliable news are: ,.: .. ::~ .. :.: ... , ....................... ' .. ~ ... :.-........ : ... . .. ""- ....... l ;, 
\ 
••......•.•.••• _ •••.••••• _ .............................................................................................................................. ·•••·•·••••·•·••••·•••·· ............................................ •'f-. 
(54) The three newspapers which are least. fair and reliable are:.: ......... : ....... : ....... t ... , ........ ; .... J ... ~ ..... ~ ..... : ..... : ... : ........... :.;:•\.:: 
·········:····.·························································· .. ········ .. ·······················"'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ....................................... . 
., 
. •· 
., 
.• -~ 
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(55) How do you consid~r your responsibility_ in evaluating the :news of your community (Give: the reader. what he W.an~ .Wfiafi~ 
best for him., etc.) .............................. ., .................................. , ..... · ... > ........................................................... : ... ,.:,:: .... ,.:,, ....... , ..... ·: .... ;,. ..... 
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JAMES S. TOWSLEY ' ! '· .. 
Division of Journalism ' 
Boston University 
84 Exeter Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 
CHAPTER I 
ORIGIN 
The city editor, befitting his rank on the American news• 
paper staff as. the "1Boss of the Reporters, u and parliamentarian 
of news issues on the local scene, bas been assigned one, if not 
the most difficult job of any member of the organization. He 
must be a stickler for accuracy and detail. He must be aware 
constantly of news with libelous or unfair tendencies,. His 
every nerve must be in readied alertness for the proper conduct 
of his charge--the free and honest dissemination of his com-
muni~y1s new:s. 
As most readers are concerned with the finished product 
only, they have little insight .into the actual operation of a 
newsgatbering daily. They never see the sweep of the blue pen-
cil as it crosses through a questionable phrase. They would 
marvel at the multitude of quick decisions .which stream across 
the city ~ditor's desk. Decisions which of necessity must be 
correct, and similar to children's building blocks must be 
placed end to end until the newspaper reaches the streets, a 
readable, entertaining as well as an informative project. 
But what makes this man a city editor? Does his origin 
suggest a spawning ground of ideas, the very ideas with which 
he must work and mold? Were nis parents and environment vessels 
1~ 
.. 
that held the infectuous liquid steeping him with a distinctive 
ardor for newspaper work? Like all things psychological which 
enliven and drive the human race, we may obtain perhaps a shadow 
of the truth by profound observation on our part and by compari-
son with similar studies. Out of this knowledge we may sense a 
typical sociological force which is bred in the common origin of 
the newspaperman • 
The patent premise that those who work with ideas must 
necessarily derive their genesis from special inheritance fac~ 
tors is proved by no data found in this study of the city editor. 
His parents, in the main, are drawn from two ranks of society; 
labor, 33.4 per cent; and professional, 24.2 per cent; neither 
outrunning the other in any overwhelming superiority of numbers, 
though labor predominates. Only in comparison with the meager 
number of farmer ... fathers (5.3 per cent) may a notable disparity 
be noted. In 1910, the closest year to the average birthyear 
(1911) of the 215 city editors participating in this analysis, 
32.9 per cent or almost one-third of the countryrs population 
1 
over 10 years of age was engaged in agriculture or husbandry • 
2 
Harrel and Pitkin, in their joint project , again place 
farmer-fathers on a level (numerically) below the professional 
and proprietary classes which donated more adherents to the 
3 4 
field of journalism. Wenberg and Desmarais as well record a 
low count of farmer-fathers in their respective studies of news-
paper personnel. Though by no means conclusive there is at 
least some evidence in the above mentioned surveys to indicate 
- ., 
that the sons of farmers do not find the business of journalism 
attractive or that their affinity is not great. 
On other planes, however, a battle is taking shape. It 
might be suggested that sons of the laboring group are gra-
dually edging their way into the journalistic hierarchy. The 
studies of Wenberg and Desmarais point to the large number of 
publishers and managing editors whose fathers were of profes-
sional origin. Quite the reverse, though not as decis.ive, pre-
fes~ionality as an inheritance factor in the origin of the city 
editor has been outstripped by contributions from the laboring 
class. Labor-fathers have given 33.4 per cent of the city 
edito~s in this study, while 24.2 per cent found their begin~ 
nings in professional environment. The fathers of managing 
5 
editors, according to Wenberg , achieve a 34.4 per cent-~15.0 
per cent--9.0 per cent relationship in professional, labor and 
farmer-fathers' ranks, which correlates similarly with Desma-
rais 1 s figures of 38.0 per cent--17.1 per cent--17.2 per cent 
6 
for the same groups in his.analysis of United States publishers. 
A definite slide may be seen when comparing the professional 
origin of fathers .in all three critiques. 
Fifty (24.2 per cent) of the fathers of city editors were 
of professional origin as has been stated. Occupationally, 
engineering ranks first in the professional category with 10 
fathers earning their living in that branch. .It is notable that 
engineer-fathers of city editors, in comparison with the profes .... 
sions of the fathers of publishers and managing editors are 
3 
numerous. The analyses of Desmarais and Wenberg show clearly 
that the predominant professions of the fathers of both managing 
editors and publishers were linked with newspaper work. 
A stable family life as regards the overall picture of the 
childhood years of these 215 city editors is signified by the 
number of their mothers whose sole occupation was the rearing 
of their respective families. Those mothers who had no other 
occupation other than housewife numbered 186 (86.5 per cent) of 
the total. Relatively few found it necessary to leave the home 
for the purpose of bolstering their husbands' incomes. Of these 
the major occupation was the teaching of school which suggests 
that these mothers had merely continued their professions after 
marriage. 
City editors' families averaged 2.6 children, not including 
the editors themselves. Most then had the opportunity of being 
reared in an early association with people and in the far more 
important aura of the family circle with its fraternal compensa~ 
tions. Wenberg-and Desmarais reflected the same stable atmos-
'phere in their re~pective studies. Each recorded a similar 
nlimber of housewife-mothers which approximated favorably those 
of the city editors. However, a higher percentage of teachers 
was noted occupationally in the other two critiques. City 
editors have a lower percentage (4.,2 per cent) of te.acher-mo-
thers, while publishers' mothers in the teaching profession 
numbered 10.4 per cent, and managing editors 1 mothers in the 
same way, 6.0 per cent. The average birthyear of the city 
editor is 1911, which effects an average age of 39 years. 
Tables I and II provide the occupational breakdown of sta~ 
tistics regarding the fathers of the city editors as well as the 
occupational comparison of these with the population of the 
country as a whole. 
Economically, the early years of the city editors were as 
financially secure as most of the nation's citizens. In Table 
III which denotes the income stratification of the fathers' 
incomes compared with national earnings, income statistics are 
divided into three ramifications: the fathers' earnings while 
the editors attended grammar school; high school; and college 
(or between the ages of 17 and 21 years). By computing the 
editors' average age we may arrive with fair proximity to a 
median age of attendance in these respective educational classi~ 
fications. The years 1922, 1927 and.1931 prove to be the midway 
points in this advancement. 
I 
~:<-TABLE I 
OCCUPATIONS OF EDITORS' FATHERS COMPARED 
WITH THE COUNTRYtS POPULATION 
Professions 
Labor (all groups) 
Farmers 
Per cent Of 
Editorsr Fathers 
_24.2 
33.4 
,5. 3 
Per cent Of 
Population 
In 1910 
4.8 
(Not Applicable) 
~~The clerical and proprietary groups are omitted from this tabl 
*TABLE II 
OCCUPATIONS OF THE EDITORS t FATHERS 
Number Per cent 
PROFESSIONAL 50 24.2 
Engineers 10 '4.9 
Journalists 6 2.9 
Ministers 6 
Teache:r;>s 4 1.9 
Bub.lishers. 3 1.5 
Editors 3 
Physicians 3 
Lawyers 2 1.0 
University· Professors 2 . 
Architects 2 
Accountants 2 
School Superintendents 1 0.5 
University Deans I 1 J 
Neurologists 1 
Army Offic•ers 1 
Optometrists 1 
Veterinarians 1 
Actors 1 
PROPRIETARY 27 13.1 
CLERICAL 49 23.4 
LABOR· ,. 69 33.4 
Number ~ 
Skilled 58 
Semi-.. skilled 6 
Unskilled 5 
FARMERS 11 5.3 
7 
Ln 1922, nation~l earnings per capita were rated at $549 , 
based on population figures of those over 10 years of age. 
T.hese may prove extremely fallacious when compared indiviQ.ually 
with popular incomes in certain economic segments of the nation. 
6 
Nevertheless it reveals the overall national earning power per 
person (as is necessary) when computing the earnings of the 
fathers on a national scale. For a more accurate picture of 
comparison, the works of Desmarais and Wenberg will be followed 
closely in the determination of a logical relationship. 'The 
relative studies indicate a startling proximity to one another. 
While the city editors attended grammar school, 96 (50.8 
per cent) of the 190 answering executives stated that their 
fathers earned less than $2,500; 67 (35.4 per cent) over $2,500 
and less than $5_,000; while 17 (9.0 per cent) remained in the 
salary class of over $5,000 and less than $10,000. Only nine 
(4.8 per cent) of the fathers achieved earnings over $10,000. 
These totals approach the early earnings of the .fathers of mana-
8 
ging editors and publishers as reported by Wenberg and Desma-
9 
rais • Th!Llatter, however, noted that publishers' fathers 
earned slightly more in the ~pper brackets thah either the 
fathers of managing editors or city editors. On the whole, city 
editors' fathers earned slightly less than the other two cate-
gories. Twelve of the answ~ring editorsf fathers were deceased. 
Thirteen city editors failed to answer the question. 
In 1927, during the respondents' high school years, na-
10 
tional earnings per capita had risen to $644 • The fathers 
earnings arose accordingly. Only 50 (28.6 per cent) of 175 an-
,. 
swering city editors stated that their fathers' salaries re-
mained less than $2,500, while 87 (49.7 per cent) Pillced their 
fathers' income in the $2,500 to. $5,000 category, 27 (15.4 per 
cent) between $5,000 and $10,000; and 11 (6.3 per cent) over 
$10,000. Twenty-two fathers died during this period. The ques-
tion was not a~swered by 18 city editors. 
In the salaried class of $2,500 or less, the fathers of the 
city editors maintained a much lower representative group than 
either publishers or managirlg editbrs. 
11 
Wenberg 
' 12 
per cent, while Desmarais claimed 40.4 per cent. 
reported 39 
If these 
statistics can be taken at their _.face value alone, it signifies 
that the city editors were nurtured in an environment financial~ 
superior to either the pu,bl.ishers or managing editors. However, 
it must be remembered throughout these comparisons that because 
the city editors can be considered a younger group, the other 
two groups were reared when national earnings per capita were 
lower and dollars more.expBnsive. This salary divergence is 
more marked between publishers and city editors than between 
city editors and managing editors. 
According to Desmarais the. publishers 1 fathers during this 
high school epoch earned less than $2,500, while We~berg's 
majority reached a top salary of between $2,500 and $5,000. The 
fathers of the city editors also place their salary bracket in 
closer agreement with Wenberg's report. Publishers' fathers, 
however, placed a larger representative group in the salaried 
class earning more than $10,000 (12.2 per cent) than either city 
editors (6.3 per cent) or managing editors (4.1 per cent). 
This would suggest that the publisher.group experienced greater 
affluence during high school years which would m6dify to some 
extent the salary average of' the large number of fathers in the 
lower income class during this same period. The other two 
executive branches, though much lower in family income, proved 
to be in agreeme,p.t. Eighteen city editors failed to answer the 
question. Twenty~two fathers were reported deceased. 
During the city editors' college days or between the ages 
of' 17 to 21, some advance was made by their fathers salarywise, 
a trend which was also recognized in the salaries of' the fathers 
of' both the publishers and managing editors. The fathers of' the 
city editors, for the mostpart, remained in the earning class 
between $2,500 and $5,000 but to a lesser extent. A·larger 
proportion pushed forth into the upper columns. This is more 
notable when it is considered that during this period the most 
vicious depression in history was in progress. National 
13 
earnings per capita dropped to a low of' $505 , in the depres-
sion year of' 1931, which will be taken as the average date of 
the period under consideration. 
The city editors' fathers, in the main, earned over $2,500 
but less than $5,000 (45.3 per cent). Those remaining in the 
low salary bracket (2?.0 per cent) approximated those in the 
class earning over $5,000 and less than $10,000 (23.3 per cent). 
The minority (9.3 per cent) made over $10,000. Wherr· comparing 
with the salaries of the fathers of their nearest superiors, the 
14 
managing editors, almost an identical parallel may be seen • 
Wenberg reported 29.6 per cent earned less than $2,500; 44.4 
per cent (the majority) over $2,500 but less than $5,000; 19.,0 
9 
per cent between $5,000 and $10JOOO; and 7.1 per cent over 
15 
$10,000. The publishers' fathers, according to Desmarais , 
still retained a tight salary race, with the majority (34.2 per 
cent) staying in the 11 below $2,500 11 column. A notable increase 
was seen in the 11 over $10,000 11 category, which remained above, 
percentagewise, the salaries of both the fathers of managing 
editors and city editors. A total of 26.7 per cent of the 
publishers' fathers earned over $2,500 but less than $5,000; 
while 19.8 per cent ranged between $5,000 and $10,000. Though 
these comparisons are less than valid in view of the differing 
years when the earnings took place, it is nonetheless noticeable 
that the earnings of the fathers of the two junior groups, 
managing editors and city editors, approach each other; and 
that all three groups fare favorably when the per capita nationa 
.earnings are com.uared with their salaries in their respective 
periods. Ali stay well above the average. Thirty-three city 
editors did not answer the question. During this interval of 
time, 32 fathers died. (For full information see Table III) 
When evaluating the financial structure of the city editor' 
family during the formative years of his or her youth, it might 
be well to investigate the earnings of the city editor whether 
these earnings are the result of necessity to supplement the 
family income or sheer enterprise. The following table (Table 
IV) illustrates this segment of the study. Divided into three 
parts, the table represents the age groups in which the city 
editors: 1. first contributed to their own support; 2. when 
10 
g 
they first became self supporting; 3. when they left home to 
live elsewhere. For clarity reasons, each division is ramified 
into special age brackets, namely: grammar school, high school, 
college, or later. To furthe.r pinpoint actualities, definite 
age averages have been assigned to the gradations. Therefore, 
it is to be assumed that the city editor attended grammar school 
sometime between the ages of five and 13 years; attended high 
school between the ages of 14 and 18;- college froml9 to 23; 
and the remainder collated in the "straytt category of later or 
never., Comparison will he made throughout the following para-
16 17 
graphs with the Wenberg. and the Desmarais studies.. These 
two re'ferences will provide the necessary s·ource material so as 
to avoid a shower of footnotes; and the remaining references to 
the same material will b_e omitted for ease to the reader. 
During grade school. 47 ( 22·. 3 per cent) of the 200 respon-
ding city editors stated that they were already partially sup-
porting themselves. However, this is a lower estimate than pro-
vided either by Wenberg or Desmarais. At this early age 31.,1 
per cent of Desmarais's publishers and 29.1 per cent of Wen-
berg's managing editors were contributing to the family budget. 
In all three analyses the ma.iority of the principals began 
earning from the ages of 14 to 18 years, or during the high 
school period.· For the city editor~, 128 (61.0 per cent) began 
their earnings then, and is compared with 46.2 per cent for ,the 
p-ublishers and 52.0 per cent of the managing editors. College 
years found 16.7 per cent of the city editors beginning to 
11..1. 
' 
TABLE III 
INCOME STRATIFICATION OF EDITORS' FATHERS AS COMPARED 
WITH NATIONAL EARNINGS FOR CORRESPONDING DATES 
Editors' Fathers National Earnings 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Number Income Year 1922 
96 (50.8%) Less r,SOO $549 67 ( 35. 4%.) Over 2,500, less l5,000 17 ( 9.0%) Over 5,000, less 10,000 
9 ( 4.8%) Over 10,000 
12 Deceased 
13 No Answer 
HIGH SQHOOL 
Number Income Year 1927 
50 (28. 6%) Less r,SOO $644 
87 (49 •. 7%) Over 2,500, less ~5,000 
27 (15.4%) Over 5,ooo, less 10,000 
11 ( 6. 3~{) Over 10,000 
22 Deceased 
18 No Answer . 
COLLEGE (OR BETWEEN 17 and 21) 
Number Income Year 1931 
33 (22.0%) Less r,SOO $505 
68 (45. 3%) Over 2,500, less $5,000 
35 (23.3%) Over .5,000, less $10,000 
14 ( 9. 3%) Over .10,000 
32 Deceased 
33 No Answer 
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contribute to their own support, while a small number is also 
evidenced by the publishers (20.1 per cent) and managing editors 
(19.9 per cent). Only 2.5 per cent of the publishers and 3.3 
per cent of the managing editors waited until after 23 years of 
age before earning an income. Every city editor was employed at 
least partially before attaining this age. This might suggest 
either a greater economic stablility on the part of the publi-
shers and managing editors than the city editors; or possibly a 
greater independence on the part of the latter. It is suspected 
that the city editors were exposed to more hardships financially 
during the early years of their.lives, when the number of paren-
tal deaths was found to be high (See Table III)~ Economic 
necessity may then be considered more the cause of early age 
employment in the ranks of the city editors than a desire for 
financial freedom. 
No city editor supported. himself wholly during grade school 
while 1.5 per cent of the publishers and 1.9 per cent of the 
managing editors stated that they were financially independent 
at this age division. Sixty-six (32.0 per cent) of the 206 city 
editors replying to the question said that they were supporting 
themselves in full during high school, approximating the record 
'· 
of the managing editors (30.5 per cent) and the publishers (32.0 
per cent). 
The high point was reached for all three executives during 
their college days. A total of 124 ( 60.2 per cent) city editors .. 
54.6 per cent of the managing editors and 56.5 per cent of the 
13 
publishers said that they supported themselves entirely begin-
ning sometime during college or from 19 to 23 years of age. A 
likewise resemblance is noted in the next gradation. Sixteen 
(7.8 per cent) of the city editors became self-supporting after 
the age of 23, and the same is attributed to 13.0 per cent of 
the managing editors as well as 10 per cent of the publishers. 
Though as was previously stated, a close relationship may be 
seen in the proximity ot the various percentages, it is unmis-
takable that more city editors than the others were entirely 
self-sufficient before the age of 23. This may be extended 
further when examined in the light of college attendance in the 
next chapter. 
An insignificant number of city editors left home to live 
elsewhere during grade school (0.5 per cent}. Quite the same 
occurrence was experienced by the publishers (1.0 per cent) and 
managing editors (1.8 per cent). At the ages of 14 to 18, the 
exodus appears to have been partially underway. City editors 
numbering 46 (23.2 per cent) out of the 198 editors responding 
said that they embarked into the world at this time. A similar 
total of managing editors ('23.4 per cent) and publishers (27.5 
per cent) demonstrate that a relatively large number vacated 
the family premises during high school days. And it is signifi ... 
cant that in all three studies, the majority didn't leave home 
until the ages of 19 to 23 years. In this class are 89 (44.9 
per cent) city editors along with 48.1 per cent of the publi-
shers and 51.5 per cent of the managing editors. It might be 
14 
presumed that the main reason for flight from the paternal haven 
in these relatively large numbers stemmed from the necessity of 
going to another municipality for attendance at college. How-
ever, more city editors (28.9 per cent) lingered in their family 
residences after 23 years of age than either managing editors 
(21.4 per cent), or publishers (23.4 per cent). 
TABLE IV 
AGE WHEN EDITORS BEGAN CONTRIBUTING TO THEIR OWN SUPPORT 
Number Per cent 
Grade School (5 to 13 years of age) 47 22.3 
High School (14 to 18 years of age) 128 61.0 
College (19 to 23 years of age) 35 16.7 
Later (After 23 years of age) 0 o.o 
AGES WHEN EDITORS BECAME SELF-SUPPORTING WHOLLY 
Number Per cent 
Grade School (5 to 13 years of age) 0 o.o 
High School 
0 
(14 to 18 years of age) 66 32.0 
College (19 to 23 years of age) 124 60.2 
Later (After 23 years of age) 16 7.8 
AGE~ WHEN EDITORS LEFT HOME TO LIVE ELSEWHERE 
Number Per cent 
Grade School (5 to 13 years of age) 1 0.5 
High School 
0 (14 to 18 years of age) 46 23,.2 
College (19 to 23 years of B;ge) 89 44.9 
Later (After 23 years of age) 57 28.9 
Never 5 2.5 
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As will be seen in the following chapters, the numbers 
attending college, representativ~ of the city editor group, were 
inferior to both the managing editors and publishers, which may 
indicate that a slightly larger number of city editors remained 
at home longer, though not unusually so, then were married and 
sought homes of their own. A few of the newspaper executives 
saw fit to stay in the family home after 23 years of age for 
some reason. Five city editors (2.5 per cent) and 2.0 per cent 
of the managing editors never left home. According to Desmarais 
no single publisher was still residing in his family's home at 
the time of that survey. 
As befits this particular return from the cit'y editors 
throughout the nation, predominance of representation quite 
naturally centers in those areas of greatest populations. The 
largest number responded from New York ( 17), followed closely by 
Ohio (15), .then Pennsylvania (13), California (13) ~ Illinois 
(12), and Michigan (10). More editors were born in the state of 
Ohio than any other (19), followed .by Illinois (17}, Pennsyl-
vania (16), New York (15), and Massachusetts (12). To ascertain 
in a small way the shift between the 11 place of birth, 11 and the 
ttplace of present employment, 11 a third column was added to Table 
V recording the m1mber of city editors who are now working in 
the State of their nativitye The largest number finding employ-
ment in their home state was again New York with 13, then Penn-
sylvania~and Illinoi~ Wi~h 10 city editors respectively. Re-
markable as it may seem, the words of advice given by Horace 
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Greeley to a youngster: 1f1Go West, young man, 11 apparently was 
not taken lightly. Only four of the 13 California city editors 
answering the questionnaire reported that they were born in that 
state. However, or the four only two remainede The rest are 
imports from other states. Ma.~sachusetts also seems to have 
difficulty placing newspapermen. or the 12 city editors born in 
that state only rive stayed to rul~ill their career. 
TABLE V 
COMPARISON OF THE. :EDITORS 1 PLACE OF BIRTH WITH 
THEIR PRESENT PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT 
Work 
State Birthplace Present Job or 
Alabama l l 
Arizona 1 !0 
Arkansas 2 4 
California 4 13 
Colorado 2 2 
Connecticut l 2 
Delaware 0 1 
District or Columbia 0 1 
Florida 0 3 
Georgia 3 2 
Idaho 1 2 
Illinois 1? 12 
Indiana 4 5 
Iowa 6 6 
in State 
Birth 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 
+ 
0 
0 
0 
2 
l 
10 
4 
3 
l? 
State Ji3 int]ZJ.p~a.~e. J?iP,e,s,e..:rat Jio]h), 
6 4 q 
5 ' 4 ~-
1 l. 0 ,~. 
and 19, 1 ®. 
~ .. 
ssach1;1.setts 12 7 ~ 
9 lQ 
€? 
3 5 2. 
is~siss ippi 3 2 1 
iss,~ur..i ~ Q ~ 
1 1 1 
Nebraska 1 3 0 
Nevada 0 1 (:) 
New Hampshire 1 1 0 
•' 
ew Jersey 4 "7 3 
' New Mexico 1 0 0 
. . . ;..~ (.r . 
New .York 15 17 13 
... ~ 
North D·akota 2 0 0 
North Carolina 9 8 8 
Ohio 19 15 12 
Oklahoma 6 8 3 
Oregon 2 4 1 
Pennsylvania 16 13 10 
hode Island 2 2 l 
South Carolina 3 2 2 
South Dakota 4 1 1 
... .,.,. 
.:..-:.:·: ..•• ·~~-;: 
1 9 
Work in State 
State Birthplace Present Job of Birth 
Tennessee 1 3 1 
Texas 6 8 6 
Utah 2 1 1 
Vermont 2 3 2 
Virginia 3 5 2 
Washington 4 7 4 
West Virginia 5 5 3 
Wisconsin 5 4 3 
Wyoming 0 0 0 
Other 
Canada 2 0 0 
Newfoundland 1 0 0 
Syria 1 0 0 
Germany 1 0 0 
Unknown 3 0 0 
I 
· · CHAPTER II 
.EDUCATION 
In these modern days when information and interpretation 
go hand in hand, a nation of democratic citizens is completely 
dependent on an enlightened press to further the aims of a free 
and a peaceful society. This self-subservience of a people, 
better educated than those of most nations, places upon the 
American city editor, therefore, the responsibility of giving 
his public the fairest and most reliable information possible 
within the bounds of his own human limitations, and those of the 
agencies upon which he relies. 
Clear decisions, hybrid children of education and ex-
perience, are made by seasoned editors who have met problems 
and know'how to cope with them. A story which shrieks IMPORTANT 
should be rescued from page 35 and put in position where all 
will see. The printed word should be the iconoscope of a mili-
tant democracy, rising to prevent an incursion against its 
rights and indeed, its responsibilities. The latter is too ofte~ 
the ne~lected freedom.· 
In view of the critical ·need for an informed electorate, it 
is admirable to note that the question of education has been 
ascribed to as a must by the American city editor in his attempt 
to equip himself with the necessary tools of his trade. Out of 
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a total of 215 city editors in this study, 102 (4'7 .• 4 per cent) 
have college degrees, while '7 (3.3 per cent) ~repossessors of 
graduate degrees, and 60 (2'7.9 per cent) have at least attended 
college. Thus, .162 ('75.3 per cent) of the responding city 
editors are college men, though not all were graduated. This 
represents an impressive array of formal education, though 
slightly less than Desmarais's publishers with 56.1 per cent 
18 
college graduates , and Wenberg 1 s managing editors with 50.2 
per cent. (See Table VI). 
More city editors (2'7.9 per cent) attended college without.· 
receiving degrees than managing editors (23.6 per cent) or pub-
lishers (23.6 per cent). The high number of college graduates 
within the ranks of the publishers coupled with those publishers 
who didn't finish college extended. the sum total ('79.'7.per cent) 
20 
of publisher-collegians above city editor attendance ('75.3 
per cent). 
21 
Managing editor attendance according to Wenberg 
dropped below that registered by city editors by the samll frac-
tion of 1.5 per cent. Managing editors tallied a '73.8 per cent 
matriculation. 
Higher degrees attained by the city editors include: M. A. 
2; M. s., 2; A.M., 1; LL.B., 1; and Ph. M., 1. Of the 
number of city editors earning bachelor degrees 60 were gradua-
ted with a B. A.; 2'7, B • .T.; 13, B. S.; 1, B. E.; and 1, 
Ph. B. Ten city editors spent over, or at least four years in 
college without earning a degree, including one persevering ex-
ecutive who studied seven years without graduating. Most 
21 
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TABLE VI 
EDUCATIONAL TRAINING OF THE CITY EDITORS \. <~'~,_,r 
Higher Degrees Number Per cent 
M. A. 2 
M. s. 2 
A., M. 1 
LL. B. 1 
Ph. M. 1 
rr --'rotal 3.3 
Graduate Work (No higher degree) 
1 Year Total 1 0.5 
Degrees (Includes those with higher degrees) 
B. A. 60 
B. J. 27 
B. s. '. 13 
B. E. 1 
Ph. B. 1 
l 
-Total 102 4? .4 
Years in College (No degree) 
'v ? Years 1 
4-1/2 Years 1 
4 Years 8 
-
• 3-1/2 Years 2 
3 Years 9 
2-1/2 Years 2 
' 
. 
·::~-; 
,. 
-.::;-. .. "'!..,~--
' 
Years in College (No degree) (cont'd) Number 
2 Years 
1-1/2 Years 
1 Year 
1/2 Year 
Year§_~n High School (No college) 
5 Years 
4 Years 
3-1/2 Years 
3 Years 
2-1/2 Years 
2 Years 
20 
5 
10 
2 
. Total '60"" 
1 
35 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Total 44 
Years in Grammar School (No high school) 
Per cent 
27.9 
8 Years 1 0.5 
No Formal Schooling (Respondent educated by correspondence) 
ADDENDUM TO TABLE VI 
Extra College Time (With degree) 
4-1/2 Years 
1-1/2 Years 
1 Year 
1/2 Year 
1 0.5 
1 
1 
7 
2 
Total 11 
23 
=========================================================f--
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Associate Degrees (Two years) Number Per cent 
A. A. 1 0.5 
Degrees in Progress 
M. s. 1 
B. s. 1 
Total ~ 0.9 
Business School (No college) 
2 Years 1 
Not Speci:fied 1 
--Total 2 0.9 
Night School (No college) 
1 Year 1 
Not Speci:fied 1 
--Total 2 0.,9 
Night School (No high school) 
· 2 Years 1 0.5 
TABLE VII 
EDUCATION OF CITY EDITORS AS COMPARED WITH EDITORS, 
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENTS, PUBLISHERS AND MANAGING EDITORS 
Harrel's Rosten's Desmarais's Wenberg's City 
Grou12 Grou:r2 Grou12 Grou12 Editors 
College Graduate 40.8% 47.2% 56.1% 50.2% 47.,4% 
Attende,d -Coll~ege 67.4% 72.4% "89.6% 73.5% 75 .. 3% 
No High School 8.4% 1.5% 3.5% 2.4% 0.9% 
. 
attended college two years or better. 
Among the non-college men, pract~cally all attended high 
school (20.5 per cent), and most were graduated (79o5 per cent). 
Only one city editor attended. grammar school without further 
~ormal education, while another reported that he had had no 
~ormal schooling at all. The respondent was educated by cor-
respondence. 
editors. 
Eleven C5.1 per cent) of the city editors who possess de-
grees acknowledge that they returned to college for extra 
training which was not classified b:y them as 11 graduate work." 
However, in lieu of any assumption that such extra training 
could be applicable to a higher degr~e program, it does show tha1· 
rany editors consider added formal education highly desirable. 
One city editor studied as much as four and one-half years be-
yond the normal collegiate requirements for a bachelor's degree. 
Another received an Associate Degree (two years) while two other~ 
are completing degree programs while retaining their present 
jobs. 
As may be seen by mueh of the tabulated material on his 
education, the city editor, though scholarly on the average, has 
experienced more difff'gulty than either the managing editor or 
25 
the publisher in staying in an educational institution long 
enough to ~ulfill the necessary requirements. In view o~ the 
fact that a preponderance of the fathers of city editors came 
from the laboring class, it might be suspected, and not without 
validity, that the family budget set aside ~or higher education 
was maintained by economic sacrifices o~ the ~amilies involved. 
It might also be said that most o~the city editors who failed 
to finish college did so because o~ the financial burden that 
was placed on their shoulders. As students, a great many c~ty 
editors said that they had_held jobs while in colleg~ to ease 
the pressure. Assuming that these c~ty editors will in course 
of :time be managing editors, comparison with. the Wenberg study 
is most revealing. For in spite o~ a gambling difference in the 
trades of the father~ o~ both of· these groups, the educational 
record of the two is almost identical. A few city editors hint 
that because they couldn't afford college training, they em-
braced newspaper work to obtain a liberal education. 
In similar critiques on newspaper personnel, such as the 
22 23 
studies of Rosten and Harrel further comparisons may be 
made in the educational background of the city editors. It was 
found by Harrel that 40.8 per cent o~ theeditors in his study 
were college graduates, while Rosten said that 47.2 per cent of 
his Washington correspondents had received degrees. With these 
24 
statistics in addition to the reports o~ Wenberg and Des-
25 
marais it may be seen that as a group,.newspapermen rank high 
educationally. Of those who attended college,Harrel 1 s group 
26 
-0 
averages 67.4 per cent; Rosten's group, 72.4. per cent; Des-
marais's group, 89.6 ·per cent; and Wenberg's group, 73.5 per 
cent. City editors are second best in this comparison with a 
75.3 per cent totalo However, more of these same city editors 
attended high school than any of the others. Of those execu .... 
tives and writers who didn .. 1 t attend high. school, Harrel indi-
cates 8.4 per cent;: Rosten, 1.5 per cent; Desmarais, 3.5 per 
cent; Wenberg, 2.4 per cent; and 0.9 per cent for the city 
editors. (See Table VII). 
Almost half (48.0 per cent) of the city editors who were 
graduated from college specialized in .journalism. This is in 
direct contrast to the number of managing editors (21.3 per 
26 27 
cent) and publishers (23.6 per cent} who received the same 
degree. This comparison. might suggest that the. city editors 
as a group are more decisive in their acknowledgement of a. life-
time goal, or that the former two executive groups sought news-
. . . 
paper to extend their experience in writing. The managing edi-
../' 
tors and publishers favored English as their major study, while 
city editors considered this specialization a. poor second. A 
few sampled journalism as a minor field, liked it and from there 
found their way into the newspaper business. These are in the 
extreme minority •. (See Table VIII). 
Even so, the fields of Journalism, English and History 
0 dominate the thoughts of the future city editor preparing him-
self for the big chair in the city room. The·remainder of the 
city editor-graduates ranged throughout a myriad of diverse 
ll 
27 
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TABLE VIII 
FIELD OF SPECIALIZATION IN COLLEGE 
Field Number Per cent 
Journalism 49 48.0 
Minor: 
History 6 
English 2 
Sociology 2 
Government 2 
Commerce l 
Citizenship l 
Science 1 
Physical Education 1 
Philosophy 1 
EIJglish 19 18.6 
Minor: 
History 5 
Journalism '2 
Political Science 1 
•t . 
History 8 7.8 
.... 
Minor: 
Economics 3 
. ~. 
Business Administration 2 2.0 
Minor: 
English 2 
Education 1 1.0 
Minor: 
English 1 
Music 1 1.0 
Minor: 
Journalism 1 
Physical Education 1 1.0 
Minor: 
Journalism 1 
Field 
Theology 
Minor: 
Science 
Political Science 
Science 
Economics 
Philosophy 
Psychology 
Drama 
Government 
Sociology 
Mathematics 
Specif'ied as 11 General 11 
Number 
1 
1 
5 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
Per cent 
1.,0 
3.9 
2.,0 
2.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
f'ields f'rom Mathematics to Drama and P.hysical Education. In 
rather cruel contrast to the major profession of their f'athers, 
t.here wasn't one engineer graduate in the group. (Engineering 
was the predominant prof'ession of the professional group of' 
. . 
fathers. 
While still undergraduates, the city editors attending 
colleges and universities showed a real thy attitude toward extra 
curricular activities. Sixty-five students or 63.7 per cent of 
these men and women were represented in some form of social or 
honor society. 
Of these, 29 were on the college publication staff; 17 in 
sports; 11 in honor societies; nine, SDX members; six, Phi 
29 
··:_._}~fL. 
·.- - . ';.'\ ·. ~· 
·· ?\~~·:··_::;·: ·r~:3· ;:~?~-~.,4t~ 
Beta Kappas; six, listed in Who 1 s Who; :five~ clas.s o:ff:If~·ce~'s ·/ 
~ 
(three, president); four, dramatics;' four, ;#'cnolarsh:Lp_ ·ae~ · 
.•. 
tivities; three, SDX presidents~.three, studElnt awaX\dS. of:merit 
three, fraternity officers; two, journalism honor~;···. ~)V!~·;. fra ... 
< :'\'{:_ • 
, .. .' 
terni ty members; two, magna cum laude graduates; a,ri~ Q.~~,. 
cum laude. Thirty~ seven city editors, while collegi~ll;~-"": d:td 
not participate in any societal or honor activity. 
··.··\ ··:,· . -~ . 
?>0 
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CHAPTER III 
JOURNALISTIC BACKGROUND 
The traditional sel~-considered professionalism of the 
American newspaperman, disregarding the subtle mockery of his 
wages, suggests that the values accorded journalism were by no 
means monetary. <UDespite their prov~rbial cynicism, newspaper-
men in the past have regarded themselves as professional people 
and actually have felt superior to linotype operators and press-
men who receive pay envelopes two or three times fatter than 
28 
theirs. 11 
Voluntary entry into journalism was admitted by the rna-
jority of the city editors answering the questionnaire. The 
unsolicited remarks and letters received from a few editors 
on the question of journalistic background add an interesting 
highlight to the panorama of these American city editors: how 
they evaluate experience, the "romance 11 of the city room; the 
training of student newsmen cultured b~ Hollywood and processed 
with inadequate information by some colleges and universities 
throughout the nation. To be sure, most of the responding 
editors placed 11 love for their job11 in the realm of the.exalted, 
,. \ 
\.._; but betrayed their thoughts with benign malice that' this was not 
enough. 
The message of one editor is so provocative that it de-
31 
serves reproduction in its entiret:r: 11After six years of col-
lege, I taught one year of high school. Then, in ~1ne 1944, I 
walked into a news office in Manitowoc, Wis., and asked for a 
job as a reporter. I never had written a news story, taken a 
course in journalism, nor ha.di ever seen the inside of a news-
room. I didn't know a teletype machine from a linotype. I had 
to work like hell to survive •••. or get fired ••.. and I worked so 
hard I got the breaks when they came along. When I look back I 
think digging sewers would have been easier •••• and I guess my 
staff wishes I had done just that. There's just one formula for 
success in this business •.•. not more degrees •... but more work. 111 
City Editor, 
The Daily Bulletin 
Endicott, New York 
Another voice from the state of Virginia evaluates his 
career in journalism with a rebuke for some of the present day 
methods of teaching: 111Da tes and ages on various jobs necessa-
rily must be hazy in the lapse of time •••• some 20 years in news-
paper WORK as distinguished from journalism. Let me explain 
that I believe the STVDENT of journalism is the newspaperman 
of the future and could have been even more so today if schools 
of journalism had not permitted their schools to be used as a 
happy hunting ground for many lacking the desire to do anything 
else. Unfortunately, I feel, such schools are falling down on 
teaching rudiments ••.• how to use a telephone book and city 
directory, and the difference; what to do about getting news. 
The fact that many are well __ educated. in international geo-
32 
politics is rather upsetting when they too often do not know the 
names of their senators and representatives and more important, 
their local officials; what makes their localities "Go~• and so 
on world without end. My own entry into newspaper work was 
accidental and to that I may add that unfortunately the good 
newspaperman still regards his pay as incidental! 11 
City Editor, 
The Daily Press 
Newport News, Va. 
Facts borne out by several studies indicate that in general 
newsmen did choose jO.urnalism as their career. The main reasons 
for entry into newspaper work were categorized into the fol-
lowing: choice, coincidence, school of journalism, inheritance, 
29 . 
desire to write, and any other. Harrel found that his editor 
group selected journalism by a majority of 49.6 per cent. 
Coincidence (or accidental entry into newswork) was given 
30 
second place with a. percentage of 26.5. And similarly, Rosten 
in another project of research, discovered that Washington 
correspondents chose their jobs with a '75.5 per cent plurality 
over those who said they came upon their jobs accidentally. 
31 
Desmarais. reported that his publishers, though much less 
than the others, still sought journalism. The result was: 
38.2 per cent, choice; 19.6 per cent, coincidence. For the 
reason that many of the publishers surveyed were sons of publi-
shers, the inheritance factor proved much higher in this cate-
gory than in any of the other studies. Because the incidence 
of "following in father's footsteps" is relatively great in 
33 
families of established businesses, newspapers seem to be no 
exception. Though some of the publishers who stated their rea-
sons for entering journalism as purely 11 inheritance" may have 
been allowed an unfair choice of reasons (as only one was com-
piled in the percentage total), it might be assumed with vall-
dity that the gross majority began newspaper work because of 
32 
desire. Wenberg's managing editors also reflect the same 
conclusions. They are as follows: choice, 60.2 per cent; and 
coincidence, 15.7 per cent. Only 8.6 per cent in the Wenberg 
critique claimed inheritance as the factor which outlined their 
destiny. 
Of the 208 city editors who answered the questionnaire, 
86 (41.3 per cent) stated that journalism was chosen as their 
vocation; 46 (22.1 per cent), coincidence reasons; only 2 
(0.9 per cent) inheritance; 25 (12.1 per cent), desire to 
write; and any other reason, 4.8 per cent. 
For the purposes of this analysis, the subject of the role 
of the school of journalism has been intentionally neglected 
until this time. As may be noted in the following table (Table 
IX), the J-School has been given little credit by newspaper 
personnel as a contributing influence toward a journalistic 
objective. And it may be seen that for the first time, the 
J-School is attributed greater acknowledgement in vocation 
selection than before. (See Table XXVII). As has been men-
tioned previously, the pattern of reasons may have had an unfor-
tunate effect on the answers to the question sheet. Although 
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TABLE IX 
REASONS FOR ENTERING JOURNALISM--EDITORS, CORRESPONDENTS, 
PUBLISHERS, MANAGING EDITORS AND CITY EDITORS 
Harrel's Rosten's Desmarais's Wenberg's City 
Reason Grou32. Gr6u:Q Grou:Q .. G~OU:Q Editors 
Choice 49.6% 75.5% 38.2% 60.2% 41.3% 
Coincidence 26,.,5% 11.8% 19.6%, 15.7% 22.1% 
Sch. of Journ. 5.4% 6.8% 18.8% 
Inheritance 23,.5% 8.6% 0.9% 
Desire to Write 8.8% 12.1% 
Other 4.8% 
22.7 per cent of the total number of city editors received 
journalism degrees, a lesser number (18.8 per cent) said that 
they entered journalism through J-School. A similar increase 
in the 111 choicen cl-assification response should have been ev'i-
den.ced .. if the J-.SchooL question had been omitted. In all :fair-
n~.ss to the respo.ndents, it would seem that a number of these 
editors believed,.in effect, that they entered journalism 
t?rough J-School if that school had been resnonsible in obtai-
ning a job for them. The question could have been misconstrued. 
Many merely said, 11 choice and through school of journalism." In 
all cases where two reasons were given, the first was allowed 
precedence. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the questionnaire may have 
been worded more e4actly to better categorize the answers, the 
results do serve to indicate that the J-School is rapidly be-
coming a more important force in the development of the future 
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newspaperman. And more vitally so, this trend must continue, 
to further the more precise and intelligent coverage of modern 
day news, which demands an intense specialization and in .effect 
a genuine interpretation to the hurried reader. Many city edi-
tors said that they just haven't time to train cub reporters. 
A semblance of the background must be provided beforehand, even 
though this equipage sometimes is mere accoutrement, a pretty 
cloak but little else. The 1t1better than nothing''·' attitude still 
circulates within the industry, but with a proper journalism 
curricula the J-Schools can challenge these attitudes and place 
in the newsrooms young newspapermen who can take their :gositions 
beside the oldsters and maintain the standards of an informed 
American press. Real training in journalism is not a vagary, 
as proved by the successful editors who entered the business 
by the J-School route, who have stayed and have become enter-
prising newspapermen. The J-School is not a substitute for 
-- i 
experience but it .is a means of providing a prospective newsman 
with the tools of his trade and the knowledge to use them 
wisely. 
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Harrel said, 11;1the evidence is that the lack of c~llege 
education is considered a real hindrance by these men (non-col-
,, 
legia.ns) however and it is always advised by those who ·have not 
had college exper~ence. They seem to consider college as a 
short cut to learning things which can be learned later only 
with greater difficulty .·f• 
The long, difficult climb to the positions that they now 
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hold is manifested by the number of editorial positions which 
have been held by the city editors since employment began. As 
a group, the 215 editors average approximately 39 years of age 
and a background in newspap~~ work wh~ch approaches legerdemain. 
They total an estimated 13.7 years in the industry, and 6.3 
years as city editors. This data points out the fact that the 
average city editor in this study began his career at a rather 
late age (25.3 years). This factor is borne out further by 
previous information (See Table IV). The majority of city edi-
tors began contributing to their own support between the ages 
of 14 to 18 years, and began supporting themselves wholly be-
tween the ages of 19 to 23 years. Under the pressure of these 
statistics it may be deduced that the aforementioned city edi-
tors did not begin their newspaper work until they had sampled 
other jobs. The atatement by .these same editors that they 
arrived in journalism through •nchoice 11 would seem an anomaly. 
It is probable (to conform to the above statistics) that the 
rna jori ty, f-or som~ reason not altogether definable, did not 
head for new.spaper work immediately in quest of a vocation. 
The Itt choice" factor entered their minds after a. fruitful search 
provided them with a. newspaper job. Because, too, these editors 
beginnings were primarily of the laboring class, even if not 
overproportioned, it is unexpected that they would look idealis-
tically toward a field so foreign as journalism to their back-
ground and social structure. It may be that elements such as 
the Great Depression and the last war overcame propensities 
toward journalism careers. If the date of entry into the field 
is set between 1937 and 1938 (average date when editors received 
jobs in newspaper work), the economic changes of those years may 
in part be responsible. Breadlines and theW. P. A. were then 
becoming bad dreams of an ending decade, the infamous 1 30s. 
Quite the same account was rendered by both Wenberg and 
Desmarais in relation to the method of approach to the respec-
tive editorial positions by managing editors and publishers. 
Both these two executive positions were filled by the majority 
after the men had served as seasoned reporters. The same is 
true of city editors. The group made the statement that 175 
(81.4 per cent) of their number are former reporters; 32 (14.9 
per cent), sports editors; 30 (13.5 per cent7, snorts writers; 
27 (12.6 per cent) wire editors, a,ssistant city editors and 
copy readers. The remaining occupations, while too numerous to 
mention, indicate that the way to a city editorship is as varied 
as the jobs on a newspaper. No established route exists but 
according to these facts presented the beginner stands a much 
better chance of attaining an editorship if he or she begins as 
a reporter. (See Table X) 
Whilemany city editors held no occupation other than news-
paper work, 126 (58.6 per cent) admitted the heresy of having 
worked elsewhere. Because it is impossible to categorize the 
numerous occupations held by the editors, the table relating to 
this information (See Table XI) is ramified in the following 
manner: clerical, labor, professional, proprietary, agricul-
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tural and housewives (~orne of the editors are women). Forty 
(31.7 per cent) of the responding editors were in military 
service, a greater number than reported by Wenberg's managing 
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editors with a 11.4 percentage More city editors were 
laborers (51.6 per cent) than either clerical (50.8 per cent); 
professional (43.7 per cent); proprietary (1.6 per cent); far-
mers (3.2 per cent)j or housewives (0.8 per cent). The high 
percentage of professionals in the ranks of the city editors 
can be attributed in some extent to professional occupations 
held while in military service. 
TABLE X 
EDITORIAL POSITIONS HELD BEFORE BECOMING CITY EDITORS 
Position 
Reporter 
Sports Editor 
Sports Writer 
Wire Editor 
Assistant City Editor 
Copy Desk 
News or Make-up Editor 
School Correspondent 
Mechanical (Back Shop) 
Rewrite 
Feature Writer 
Staff Correspondent 
Former City Editor 
Number 
175 
32 
30 
27 
27 
27 
17 
16 
15 
15 
10 
10 
9 
Per cent 
81.4 
14.9 
13.5 
12.6 
7.4 
6.9 
4.7 
4.2 
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Position 
Weekly Editor 
Night Editor 
Columnist 
Managing Editor 
Editor 
Special Assignment. 
String Correspondent 
Farm Editor 
Photographer 
Proofreader 
Editorial :Writ'e.r 
Executive City Editor 
Photographer-Reporter 
Advertising Manager 
Mail Room Employee 
Assistant Wire Editor. 
Society Editor 
Weekly Managing Editor 
Associate Editor 
Financial Writer 
Bureia't+ Chief 
Assistant Sports Editor 
Assistant Managing Editor 
County Editor 
Firiancial Editor 
Number 
8 
7 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
·.::'':.······ ... ·(-: 
Per cent 
3.7 
3.2 
2.'7 
.1.8 
1.4 
0~9 
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Position 
Circulation Manager 
Advertising Salesman 
Advertising C~pywriter 
Assistant Advertising Manager 
Advertising Manager of Weekly 
Sunday Editor 
Executive Sports Editor 
Political Editor 
Weekly Publisher 
Associated Press Staff 
Associat.ed Press Filing Editor 
Associated Press Wire Editor 
United Press Bureau Manager 
Assistant News Editor 
Legislative Correspondent 
Combat Correspondent 
Foreign Correspondent 
Oil Editor 
Feature Editor 
School Page Editor 
Correspondence Editor 
Picture Editor 
Valley Editor 
Suburban Ed,i tor 
River News Editor 
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Number Per cent 
2 0 .. 9 
1 0 .. 5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Position 
Radio Editor 
Dr am a Editor 
Promotion and Special Edition Editor 
Automotive Editor 
Financial Department Assistant 
Business Office Clerk 
Assistant Circulation Manager 
Book Critic 
Number 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Per cent 
o.s 
Also in the professional classification four high school and 
three university teachers are noted. Only two ever owned a 
business, while four were farmers at one time or another during 
their lives. 
To fully evaluate the analysis of the city editors' outside 
occupations, it was decided to eliminate those jobs which could 
be considered of a temporary nature such as vacation employment 
while in college and other pre-~ollege work. It had to be as-
certained fairly accurately whether or not the city editors had 
actually begun outside work they intended to embrace as a voca-
tion. Table XI contains an enumeration of these positions with 
this consideration. It would seem then that prior information 
strengthens these statistics: that the city editors in this 
study arose primarily from the laboring class, a goodly number 
finding positions early in newspaper work as their first jobs, 
but most tried many occupations finally terminating these at a 
later date to enter journalism.· Very few left newspaper work 
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after beginning, to return at another time. This excludes those 
in mil~ta.ry service, of course. Group facts, in many cases have 
a tendency to distort a frame of reference. The danger lies in 
the validity of any sampling from which the questionnaire might 
draw answBrs. This group of city editors may have in good faith 
responded in the pure interests of education or to '11 sharpen 
axesn as certain answers have indicated. In any event, opinions 
rendered here or private conclusions drawn are but mere artifi-
ces in the promotion of ideas and interest. 
TABLE XI 
OUTSIDE JOBS HELD BY 126 CITY EDITORS 
Position Number Per cent 
Armed Service 40 31.7 
'
1
'White Collar"' or Clerical 64 50.,8 
Labor: 51.6 
Skilled 19 
Semi-skilled 28 
Unskilled 18 
Professional 55 43.'7 
Proprietary 2 1.6 
Farmer 4 3 .. 2 
Housewife 1 o.s 
Teachers (Included in Professional) 7 5-.6 
High School 4 
University 3 
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O:HAPTER IV 
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LIFE 
If the pattern of domestic life, as portrayed in the cele-
brated Hol::)..ywoodian &ens_e of journalistic culture, should sud-
denly be installed, the city editor would assume the guise of 
a character something like this: an inebriated snoop who has 
spent his justice-seeking-life sneaking past secretaries and 
outsmarting the cops; -who is ~utifully upheld in all unworthy 
escapades by an adoring but. sarcastic female try-ing vainly to 
tempt him into a rose covered cottage with all the fixings. 
The 11 type 11 as presented by the coast colony has little if 
any relation to honest facts. Of the 215 city editors scruti-
. nized in this study, 183 (85.1 per cent) are married; 19 (8~8 
per cent) are still single, and the question was not answered 
by another· 13 editors. Those married are the parents of 304 
children or an average of 1.6 cpildren per marriage. Two chil-
dren-families are the rage at present with three children the 
challenging goal of th~ majority. These three children-families 
have a greater popularity in second place than families of a 
single child. Two of the city editors have as many as six chilw 
dren which connotes a lot of domesticity. Forty-two editors 
are childless. 
On an average, the city editors were married.midway between 
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the ages o~ .24 and 25 (24.6 years), and their wives between 23 
35 . 
and 24 (23.9 years). Wenberg placed the managing editors' 
~avorite age ~or marriage at 25 years and three months, their 
wives' ages at 22 years and six months. This compares ~avorably 
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with Desmarais's ~indings: publishers, 26 years and six months· 
their wives, 24 years and six months. (See Table XII). Twenty-
eight wives o~ city editors are older than their husbands, while 
21 are the same age. One editor neglected to _state his wi~e 1 s 
age. Occupationwise, the city editors are married to more sec-
retaries than any other. These total ·30 (16.4 per cent); while 
second choice o~ mates includes 20 (10.4 per cent) teachers. 
Fourteen students and 14 stenographe~s tie ~or third place with 
7.6 per cent. Only eight women reporters were taken as wives 
by the city editors. 
In the social life o~ his community, the city editor should 
be considered diligent. And rightly so.. His social obligations 
sometimes have business undertones. Many times he has to pro-
mote the release o~ news tips by his con~raternity with others. 
This concept is truer in small communities which constitute the 
repositories for most of the nation's dailies. The organization 
most honored by the city editor of this analy~is reflects a new 
trend which seems to permeate the industry, that o~ banding 
together. A tabulation o~ 37 ( 20.6 per cent) out of 180 editors 
are members o~ Sigma Delta Chi, the national journalism ~rater~ 
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nity. This compares with the Wenberg report which places 
community n~raternal 11 organizations as the primary choice o~ 
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TABLE XII 
AGE OF EDITORS AND WIVES AT MARRIAGE 
Age· Editors Wives 
17 0 l 
18 0 5 
19 3 15 
20 5 19 
21 13 -~( l) 19 
22 17 -:..( 2) 19 
23 21 -:..( 2) 25 
24 23 15 -:H~·( l) 
25 23 14 
26 20 9 *' ... ( l) 
27. 9 *(l) ll 
28 12 10 
-1~ Women Editors 
*~~-Husbands of Women Editors 
ADDENDUM 
Number 
Wife 1 s Age Omitted •..••.. l 
Wife Older Than 
Husband ••......•....•..• 28 
Wife Same Age As 
Husband • ................. 21 
Not Married (includes 
one woman editor) •.•.. ~.19 
No Answer . ......... -. ......... . 13 
Total Editors Married •. l83 
Answered ..... ~ ...•••... 141 
Age 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
'Editors 
6 
3 
8 
2 
5 
2 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
Family 
Size 
l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Wives 
2 
9 
l 
7 
l 
l 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
l 
Number 
Children 
42 
ll6 
96 
32 
5 
6 12 
Total 304 
Average Children 
Per Marriage ..•.. 1.6 
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the managing editors with a 21.5 per cent. Desmarais claimed 
38 
a superior 40.3 percentage for his publishers who chose 
Rotary clubs above all others. 
Aside from his favorite organization, the city editor 
selected the Benevolent and Prote'ctive· Order of Elks as second 
in popularity. Some of the rest include: American Legion, l7o2 
per cent; Greek Letter Fraternities (college), 13.9 per cent; 
Press Associations, l2o 2 per cent; Hobby ·clubs, 11.1 per cent; 
Golf and Country Clubs, 9. 4 per cent; Masons, 8. 9 per cent; 
Knights of Columbus, 7 .. 8 per cent; Alumni Organizations, 7.8 
per cent, and others. (See Table XIII). Those receiving less 
than four mentions are not included in the table. The following 
organizations received from two.to three mentions: Red Cross, 
Young Men's Christian Association, Music Associations, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, Writers' Associations, Forty and Eight, Fish ( 
and Game Clubs, as well as Sportsmen f s Club-s. 
Organizations mentioned totaled 46, with an overall sum of 
77 societies frequented by 180 city editors holding 428 member-
ships in these societies. The editors average 2.1 memberships. 
Thirty~five editors either omitted the question or stated that 
they could find no time for extracurricular ~c-tivities. Some 
·····' 
said that they are former members of social organizations but 
had ceased to hold cards. A few expressed the opinion that 
organizations of any kind could cripple a well meaning editor 
with impositions of ~solicited publicity. 
The editors, befitting their occupations in human surveil-
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TABLE XIII 
SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS OF THE CITY EDITORS 
Organizatien 
Sigma;Delta Chi 
Elks 
American Legion 
Fraternity (Greek Letter) 
Press Associations 
Hobby Clubs 
Golf and Country 
Lions 
Masons 
Knights of Columbus 
Alumni Associations 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Chamber of Commerce 
Rotary 
Kiwanis 
Athletic Associations 
Boy Scouts 
Political Organizations 
Yacht Clubs 
Volunteei•· Firemen 
Jaycees 
Moose 
"'· 
_.-,.. --· 
Number 
37 
35 
31 
25 
22 
20 
17 
17 
16 
14 
14 
13 
13 
12 
10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
4 
4 
Per cent 
20.6 
19.4 
17.2 
13.9 
12.2 
11 .. 1 
9.4 
7.2 
6.7 
5.6 
5.0 
4.4 
3.9 
3.3 
2.8 
2.2 
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. ..:-· 
Organization Number Per cent 
Odd Fellows 4 2.2 
Exchange ClubB 4 
Toastmasters 4 
lane~ exhibit an industrious enthusiasm :for sports and hobbies 
of which 50.d~fferent types were mentioned outright while others 
.. 
stated simp.+y, l'various 11 and 11all sports!' It may be supposed 
however that these men chose their particular pB.stimes for 
quietude purp?ses, as fishing, a relatively mild sport tops the 
list with 44 mentions. Golf follows with 40 votes, and the 
remainder includes: gardening, 32 mentions; spectator sports, 
J 
24 mentions; photography, 22 mentions; collecting, 19 men-
'.f :r 
tiona; reading~ 16 mentions; tennis, 16 mentions; hunting·:~ 
13 mentions; craftmanship, 13 mentions; and bowling, 10 
mentions. Others receiving between four and seven mentions are: 
writing, hiking, swimming, Boating, cards, painting, and working 
around the home. Thirty-one city editors said that they engaged 
in no hobbies or sports. Out of 184 participating editors, 314 
activities result in an average of 1.8 hobbies or sports per 
editor. 
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CHAPTER V 
RELIGION 
By the census report of April 1950 the United States con-
tained a population of over 150 million of which 82,559,348 or 
roughly 54.0 per cent were members of some religious organi-
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zation. This is substantiated by Luther Fry who estimated 
that '11half of tbe American people over· 13 years of age are 
churchgoers today.'"· 
To compare .the city editors' religious status with that of 
the country's population, and as well with that of the Desmarais 
and Wenberg studies in newspaper personnel, the following table 
was devised. (See Table XIV). It was felt that·there was a 
decided difference between a church member and a churchgoer. 
The mere fact that the city editor belonged to a religious sect 
was limited in the conclusion that he may not be a regular 
communicant. Therefore, his answer to the question of religio11s 
membership became one of attendance at religious services and 
how often. His attendance record was entered in one of the four 
categories: attendance at regular intervals, occasionally, 
rarely, or never. He was requested to check the answer which 
most closely aT)pl1ed to his observance. 
Of the 214 city editors who complied, 90 (42.1 per cent) 
stated that they attended religious services regularly; 
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TABLE XIV 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE OF CITY EDITORS AS COMPARED 
TO PUBLISHERS AND MANAGING EDITORS 
Per cent Per cent Per cent 
Attendance Cit:v Editors Publishers Mana_ging Editors 
Regularly 42.1 50.8 41.9 
Occasionally 32.2 32.1 30.1 
Rarely 14.0 11.5 l7o9 
Never 11.7 5.5 16.8 
TABLE XV 
RELIGION OF THE CITY EDITORS 
Religion 
Protestant 
Roman Catholic 
Christian Science 
Jewish 
Greek Orthodox 
Greek Catholic 
Armenian Apostolic 
Various 
No Church 
No Answer 
Childhood 
Number Per cent 
154 75.5 
37 18.1 
1 0.5 
4 2.,0 
1 0.5 
1. 0.5 
1 0.5 
5 2.5 
11 
0 
UU;:) l Ul~ UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
AND COMMUi''IICATIONS 
LIBRARY 
Present 
Number Per cent 
132 69.8 
38 20.1 
3 1 .. 6 
2 1 .. 1 
1 
-0 .. 5 
1 0.5 
1 0.5 
11 5.8 
25 
l 
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69 (32.2 per cent); occasionally~ 30 (14.0 per cent), rarely; 
25 (11.7 per cent), never. This comprises a total o~ 88.3 per 
cent who do go to church, even if rarely with some, which com-
pares favorably with the national average. On all four counts, 
these city editors approximate the attendance recorded by Wen-
40 41 
erg for the managing editors and Desmarais in his study o~ 
publishers. The managing .editors attended slightly less (41.9 
per cent) regularly than either city editors or publishers who 
headed the list of· regular observers with 50.8 per cent. 
Occasional attendance by .all three groups was almost equal (mana 
ging editors, 30.1 per cent; publishers, 32.1 per cent). More 
anaging editors placed themselves in the classification of rare 
attendance (17.9 per cent), and. no attendance (16.8 per cent) 
han the other two groups. The publishers set the figure of 
11.5 per cent for rare attendance, while 5.5 per cent said that 
they never go to church. Even with reservations it may be s~id 
hat the three groups of news executives represented in these 
purport to be not only well above the rest of the natio 
eligiouswise qut tend to resemble each other with remarkable 
similarity. 
To compile further religious data on city editors, referenc 
I as made ·.in the questionnaire to the type of religious education 
rr training they had received in childhood, and these statistics 
I ere in turn compared with the facts of their present day 
I eligiou~ membership. In the main, the city editors were Protes 
~ant during their youth by a wide margin, comparing closely with 
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the studies of both Wenberg and Desmarais. In the early days of 
their lives, 154 (75.5 per cent) of the responding city editors 
( 215) said that they were members of some Protestant church. 
Though a substantial number it is slightly less than the Wenberg· 
42 43 
findings (83~6 per cent) and those of Desmarais ··(91.3 per 
cent). The number of Protestant city editors today is somewhat 
smaller than should be suggested by their .childhood train.ing: 
For city editors the decline is 5.7 per cent, making a net total 
of 69.8 per cent Protestant city editors at the present time. 
Wenberg also noted a downward trend between childhood training 
statistics and present day religion of the Protestant managing 
editors, although the drop is slight (0.6 per cent). The child-
hood churches of Desmarais's publishers were forsaken by a small 
2.9 per cent. The number of Protestant publishers in the Des~ 
~arais study (today 1 s number) totaled 88.4 per cent. (See 
Table XV) .. 
Thirty-seven (18.1 per cent) of the city editors reported 
that they had received Catholic training while young. A lesser 
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number of Catholic children was cited by both Wenberg and Des-
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marais • In the case of the city editors an increase in the 
number of Catholics was effected (to 20.1 per cent) from child-
hood until today. Wenberg and Desmarais claimed that a drop 
occurred in the Catholic ranks; managing_editors from 12.3 
~er cent in childhood to 11.9· per cent today; and publishers, 
~rom 5.6 per cent in childhood to 5.5 per cent at present. 
The childhood faiths of the remaining city editors assume 
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minority proportions. They include: Christian Science, 0 4 5 
per cent; Jewish, 2.0 per cent; Greek Orthodox, 0.5 per cent; 
Greek Catholic, 0.5 per cent; Armenian Apostolic, 0.5 per cent; 
various, 2.5 per cent~ while 11 city editors received no re-
ligious training. These figures compare with the minority 
attendance today as follows: Christian Science, an increase to 
1.6 per cent; Jewish, a decrease to 1.1 per cent; Greek Ortho-
dox, 0.5 per cent; Greek Catholic, 0.5 per cent; Armenian 
Apostolic, 0.5 per cent; various, an increase to 5.8 per cent; 
and 25 claimed membership in no religious body. One city editor 
failed to indicate his present day affiliation. 
Though by no means catastrophic, the number of changes in 
:religion visible from childhood until adulthood does have a 
certai~ bearing on the type of religious training rendered by 
the parents or guardians of the subjects under question. It 
could be conceivable that strict training would rear a group 
who would strictly adhere to that training. Or else, a psycho-
logical rebellion or revulsion could take place in the severely 
reared child which would cause him to desert the cover of autho-
rity for a more independent religious pursuit. Upon questioning 
the city editors it was found that those who received strict 
training in youth, 85.5 per cent are churchgoers today; those 
receiving mild training, 89.6 per certt churchgoers; moderate 
training, 100.0 per cent churchgoers; · 56.6 per cent churchgoers. 
Four city editors failed to answer the question. 
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Wenberg reports that 30.8 per cent of the managing 
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ADDENDUM TO TABLE XV 
TRAINING OF CITY EDITORS AND ATTENDANCE TODAY 
Kind of Training Number Per cent 
Strict 55 27.5 
Mild 129 63.5 
Moderate 18 8.9 
None 9 4.6 
No Answer 4 
editors .were trained in strict religious 
Ohur chgo er s 
47 
115 
18 
6 
4 
observance; 
Per cent 
85.5 
100.0 
56._6 
100.0 
mild 
training_, 62.8 per cent; and moderate, 4.4 per cent. Desmar 
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ais 1 s publishers were raised in the following mahner: strict, 
29.1 per cent; mild, 60.2 per cent; moderate, 9,.-0 per cent. 
In both analyses it was found that the medium type of training 
was more desirable& 
It might be supposed that in the broad interchange from 
childhood to adulthood, the individual city editor would be 
given to assorted religious activity. This activity as regards 
his independent choice and-resulting change of faith as he so 
desired was found to exist at a minimum. To be sure, changes 
did take place, but only 14 editors exercised this prerogative. 
Table XV, as we have seen, illustrates the city editors' faiths 
in childhood contrasted with their faiths of the present day. 
In all cases the changes were the ultimate result of this meta-
morphosis and not a record of the changes themselves. While, 
for example, it might be assumed that if five city editors were 
Protestants during their childhood and five were found to be 
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Protestant today, the suggestion would be that they were Pro-
I 
testant all along. This might be! :the reader t s interpretation 
of the considered Table. If however, five were reared Protes-
tant, later changing to another denomination, and five from 
another denomination were convert:ed to Protestantism, the re:;3ult 
would be the same: five Protestants in childhood--and five Pro-
testants in adult life. To furttier clarify this seeming incon-
gruity another set of facts will 'be enjoined to Table X:V: sta-
tistics on the changes of the city editors'· beliefs. As follows 
One Christian Scientist chose to iremain non-denominational upon 
reaching manhood; three Protestants became Christian Scientists, 
six Protestants were converted tq Catholicism; one Christian 
Scientist became a Protestant; ~nd three Catholics sought 
i 
Protestantism. All the rest of fihe changes occurred within the 
Protestant groups. 
As a matter of passing inte~est, four of the city editors 
who received no religious traini~ whatever became Protestant; 
i 
one attends the Catholic church;· one prefers Greek Orthodoxy; 
while the rest do not attend whatsoever. 
However, within the circle of the various Protestant groups 
considerable switching of religious affiliations persisted, rrot-
' 
withstanding the general tendency of the city editors to remain 
i 
in the religion of their childhood. 
Today, the major share of Protestant city editors are 
Methodist (34.1 per cent), thougp this number suffers a deficit 
of 1.4 per cent from the childhobd total of 35.5 per cent which 
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was also the top figure for the boyhood religion among the city 
editors. 
Aside from the high ranking Methodist rating, the next pro-
minent childhood faith is Baptist, 13.2 per cent; followed 
closely by Episcopal, 11.2 per cent; Presbyterian, 10.5 per cent 
Lutheran, 9.9 per cent; Congregational, 5.9 per. cent; Chris-
tian Church, 5.3 per cent; Evangelical, 2.,6 per cent; Disci-
ples, 1.3 per cent; Church of Christ, 1.3 per cent; Unitarian, 
1.,3 per cent; First Christian, 1.3 per cent; Methodist-Epis-
copal, 0.7 per cent; Bible Church, 0.7 per cent; and Univer-
salist, 0.7 per cent. 
As was previously stated, Methodism. was given first choice 
as the religion of today's Protestant city editors. The Baptist 
faith, which was second on the list of the city editors' child-
hood religions slipped to a poor fifth (7.6 per cent) after 
these men reached maturity. Its place was taken by Presby-
terianism ( 18.2 per cent) which advanced from fourth place as 
I 
of the city editors' childhood. Third place remained Episco-
pal while the rest includes: Lutheran, 9.8 per cent; Presby-
terian, 7.6 per cent; Congregational, 6.1 per cent; Unitarian, 
2.3 per cent; Evangelical, 2.3 per cent; Christian Church, 1.5 
per cent; Disciples, 0.8 per cent; Methodist-Episcopal, 0.8 
per cent; Nazarene~ 0.8 per cent (none in childhood); and 
First Christian, 0.8 per cent. Three sects, Bible Church, 
Church of Christ and Universalist Church, all childhood reli-
gions, were deserted when the city editors became adults. 
5'7 
TABLE XVI 
BREAKDOWN OF PROTESTANT GROUPS 
AND CHANGES 
Chilc;lhood Religion Present Religion 
Denomination Number Per cent Number Per cent 
Methodist 54 35.5 45 34.1 
Baptist 20 13.2 10 7.6 
Episcopal 17 11.2 20 15 .. 2 
Presbyterian 16 10.5 24 18.2 
Lutheran 15 9.9 13 9.8 
Congregational 9 5.9 8 6.1 
Christian 8 5.3 2 1.5 
Evangelical 4 2.6 3 2.3 
Disciples 2 1.3 1 0.,8 
Church of' Christ 2 0 o.o 
Unitarian 2 3 2.3 
First Christian 2 1 0.8 
Methodist-Episcopal 1 0.7 1 
Bible Church 1 0 o.o 
Universalist 1 0 
Nazarene 0 o.o 1 0.8 
In reference to the childhood religion statistics of' both 
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Wenberg and Desmarais it can be seen that the three reli~ 
gious bodies with the highest city editor attendance today, is 
equally as popular with the other tw• journalistic groups, and 
in the same order. Methodism ranked first with• managing editors 
(26.8 per cent); Presbyterianism second with 19.1 per cent and 
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Episcopal (7.8 per cent) was third. Publishers reported a simi-
lar relationship in their choice of religions at the present 
time. They are as follows: Methodism, 27.8 per cent; Presby-
terianism, 26.1 per cent; and Episcopal, 22.1 per cent. In the 
two groups of executives, membership in both the Methodist and 
Episcopal churches declined since childhood, even though the 
religions represented still ranked first and third in preference. 
The Presbyterian church held its own in the Wenberg study, while 
Desmarais reported an increase in this particular sect. 
Nationally, the thr~e Protestant religions are roughly as 
popular in comparison with the selections given as the adult 
preference of all three newspaper groups. Methodism contains 
the most members of the three, 10,474,000f Presbyterianism, 
3,508,000; Episcopal, 2,378,000. The Baptist groups, as an 
entity, are by far the most populous of the Protestant bodies 
in the United States, and rank second in the childhood religions 
of the city editors. The Baptist denomination was not amang the 
top categories during the editors' adulthood. This fact has bee 
indicated in all three studies as well. 
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Rosten found that· the Washington correspondents also 
chose the same three religions but in exceptionally narrow 
margins: Methodism, 14.1 per cent; Presbyterianism, 13~3 per 
-
cent; and Episcopal, 12.5 per cent. 
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CHAPTER VI 
POLITICS 
The banner election year of 1948, duly recorded in the 
columns of the press, went down in history as one, if not the 
_.daffiest" in experience. It was the unfortunate conclusion of 
many, thoroughly presumed of course, that the candidate most 
desired by the electorate would be none other than the New York 
governor, Thomas E. Dewey, known to be the kingpin of the Repub-
lican party. And throughout the long, vigilant hours of elec-
tion eve while Gallup figuratively committed Harry-kiri, and 
while commentators continually searched for the elusive trend, 
the star of Harry s. Truman, glowing brightly, catapulted to 
a new crest of popularity. This time on a four year lease. 
The obscure vote, when finally analysed, revealed that the 
winner had obtained a seat in the White House by slightly more 
than two million votes~ This unexpected surge, though small 
indeed, was reflected in no way by the votes tabulated in pro-
portion by the 215 city editors of this study. Truman was de~ 
finitely not elected by these editors though the vote was cnose. 
As may be mentioned here at the onset of this chapter, there-
sulting tabulation was a fortunate coincidence. Aside from a 
few city editors who expressed minority political views, the 
three major categories: Republican, Democrat and Independent are 
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separated into thirds almost to a per cent. As an added sup-
plement to the political life of the city editor, an investi-
gation will also be made into the s.ociological origin of his 
beliefs. Thls study will determine the affiliation of the cit-y 
editors' fathers, and the future effect on the political affi-
liations of their sons. (See Table XVII). 
Notwithstanding the fact that 13 city editors didn't remem-
ber the political affiliations of their fathers, the greater 
number who did respond to the question did ~ndicate that the two 
major parties enjoyed almost an even snlit, though the Democrats 
received the edge~ Out of 202 fathers, (42.6 per cent) or 86 
were Democrats; 0 85 ("42.1 per cent), Republicans; 28 (13.9 per 
cent), Independents; 1 (0.5 per 1 cent), Socialist; 1 (0.5 per 
cent), Liberal; and 1 (0.5 per cent), Conservative. 0 The latter 
two classifications are not political parties but are merely 
designations of political principle. These were the answers 
submitted by two city editors and are recorded as such. 
Today, it may be perceived that many of the city editors 
refused to follow the ancestral party. Not only they abandon 
the political beliefs of their fathers, but they neglected to 
join any political organization, remaining Independent. Thus 
the Democrat loyalty expressed by their fathers slipped to 32.5 
per cent of the city editors themselves, while Republicanism 
also declined to 31.1 per cent~ The Independents' ranks were 
swelled by this faction of disbelievers to 32.1 per cent. The 
remainder of the city editors class themselves as follows: 
.! 
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TABLE XVII 
BREAKDOWN OF TEE POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS 
OF TEE CITY EDITORS AND THEffi FATHERS 
Affiliation of the Editors: 212 
Democrats 69 32.5% 
Independents 68 32.1% 
Republicans 66 31.1% 
Southern Dems 5 2.4% 
Ind Dems 1 0.5% 
Liberals 1 
Ind Liberals 1 
Ind Republicans 1 
Total 212 
No Answer 3 
Affiliation of the Fathers of Editors: 202 
Democrats 86 42.6% 
Republicans 85 42.1% 
Independents 28 13.9% 
Socialists 1 0.5% 
Liberals 1 
CoriservatiYes 1 
Total 202 
No Answer 13 
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Political Affiliations of Fathers of Republican Editors: 
Republicans 44 
Democrats 10 
Independents 7 
No Answer 5 
Total 66 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Democratic Editors: 
Republicans 12 
Democrats 4'7 
Independents 6 
Socialists 1 
No Answer 3 
Total 69 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Independent Editors: 
Republi.cans 24 
Democrats .24 
Independents 15 
Liberals 1 
No Answer 4 
Total 68 
' 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Southern Dem Editors: 
Republica:r;:ts l 
Democrats 4 
Total 5 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Ind Democrat Editors: 
Republicans 1 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Liberal Editors: 
Conserva.ti ves 1 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Ind Liberal Editors: 
No Answer 1 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of Ind Republican Editors: 
Republicans l 
Political Affiliations of Fathers of No Answer Editors 
Republicans 2 
Democrats 1 
Southern Democrats, 2.4 per cent; Independent Republicans, 0.5 
per cent; Independent Democrats, 0.5 per cent; Liberals, 0.5 
per cent; and Independent Liberals, 0.5 per cent. This mino.:.. 
rity group added to the large number of Independents suggests 
that the major share of city editors are discontented with 
present day national politics and are loath to embark on any 
organized bandwagon. 
But to further examine the political influences that the 
fathers of the city editors bequeathed their sons, a complete 
comparison of their respective politics will be undertaken. 
The 69 Democrat city editors are progeny or 47 Democrats, 12 
Republicans; eight Independents; one Socialist; while three 
didn't answer. Sixty~eight Independent city editors were 
reared by 24 Republicans; 24 Democrats; 15 Independents; and 
one Liberal. Four refused to answer. The political affiliation 
of the fathers of Republican editors were: 44 Republicans; 
10 Democrats, seven Independents and five, '1no answer. 11 The 
remaining six categories list five Republicans (fathers); five 
Democrats; one conservative and one, "no answer. 111 
Therefore these statistics indicate that approximately 72.0 
per cent of the Republican fathers succeeded in transmitting 
their political faiths to their city editor sons; 71.0 per cent 
of the Democrat fathers; and only 23.0 per cent of the Inde-
pendent fathers as well. And it may be deduced that the 
swollen roster of today 1 s Independent city editors was effected 
in the main by insurgents from Democrat and Republican families. 
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Intraparty frictions, as well as the new concept of bipartisan-
ship may be the contributing factors in this growing trend. A.s 
has been proved in the past that the newspapers of this country 
do not necessarily reflect the political opinions of the elec-
torate is only too true. If the presidential election of 1948 
had been decided by the responding city editors in this profile 
Thomas E. Dewey would this moment be ensconced in that popular 
mansion on Pennsylvania Avenue. The Truman 11 defeat 11 by the 
city editors can be attributed to three major causes: the 
indecisiveness of the Democrat editors in backing their candi-
date (Truman}; the huge Republican vote of sympathetic editors 
for Dewey; as well as a healthy proportion of Independent votes 
which helped "swing 11 the total. Many Truman constituents when 
posed with the question three years after the election as to 
how they voted simply said, ".Truman, ugh! n; -: ttsecreti"'; or "Am 
I ashamed of myself!~~ With the city editors at least, Mr. 
Truman now is losing support, or so it seems. 
The Democrat city editors chose Truman by a vote of 48 to 
13 for Dewey. Five didn't vote while three city editors didn't 
answer. The Republican city editors, on the other hand, threw 
55 votes to the Dewey camp, and reserved only four for Truman. 
A 11 no vote 1' was given by two edito!s, while five didn't answer. 
The-Independent city editors gave 32 votes to the president, 28 
to Deweyi Four of these men failed to vote and four didn't 
answer-the question. Two more Dewey votes were registered by 
the Dixicra~s, who also supplied three ballots for the third 
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candidate, Thurmond. These three votes were the only ones that 
the Southern/Democrat candidate received from the city editors. 
The remainder furnished two votes for Dewey; one vote for 
Truman; while four didn't respond. 
Total balloting includes: ·Dewey, 100 votes; Truman, 85 
votes; Thurmond, three votes. Eleven city editors indicated 
that they didn't vote. Sixteen didn't answer. (See Table 
XVIII),. 
TABLE XVIII 
I 
POLITICAL CHOICE OF EDITORS IN LAST PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION ACCORDING TO POLITICAL PARTY 
Republican Editors 1 Choice in the Last Election: 
Dewey 55 
Truman 4 
No Vote 2 
No Answer 5 
Total 66 
Democrat Editors 1 Choice in the Last Election.: 
Dewey 
Truman 
No Vote 
No Answer 
13 
48 
5 
.3 
Total 69 
Independent Editors 1 ·Choice in the Last Election: 
Dewey 
Truman 
No Vote 
No Answer 
28 
32 
4 
4 
Total 68 
Southern Dem Editors' Choice in the Last Election: 
Dewey 
Thurmond 
2 
3 
Total 5 
66 
Ind Democrat Editors' Choice in the Last Election: 
No Answer 1 
Liberal Editors' Choice in the Last Election: 
Dewey 1 
Ind Liberal Editors' Choice in the Last Election: 
Truman 1 
Ind Republican Editors' Choice in the Last Election: 
Dewey 1 
No Answer Editors' Choice in the Last Election: 
No Answer 3 
Total Votes of the Editors in the Last Presidential Election: 
Dewey 
Truman 
Thurmond 
No Vote 
No Answer 
100 
85 
3 
11 
16 
Total 215 
TABLE XIX 
COMP.AR·I.SO·N OF ·CITY EDITORS'· VO.TING RECORD AND POLITICAL 
AFFILIATION IN THE LAST ELECTION WITH MANAGING 
EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS 
Republicans 
Democrats 
Independents 
Dewey 
Truman 
Thurmond 
Publishers 
41.0% 
33.2% 
24.7% 
Publishers 
75.0% 
17.0% 
7.4% 
Affiliation 
Managing Editors 
.40. 4% 
32.6% 
21.1% 
Voting Record 
Managing Editors 
53.1% . 
37.6% 
2.4% 
City Editors 
31.1% 
32.5% 
32.1% 
City Editors 
50.2% 
42.2% 
1.5% 
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When comparing the statistics of the city editors' vote and 
affiliation with those of the Wenberg and Desmarais studies in 
managerial personnel, numerous similarities present themselves. 
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Desmarais reports that his publishers were Republican affi-
liates by a 41.0 per cent plur.ality over the Democrats with 33.2 
per cent and the Independents with 24.7 per cent. Their voting 
record howevermows a major Dewey vote of 75.0 per cent as com-
pared with 17.,0 per cent for Truman and 7.4 per cent for Thur..,.: 
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mond, the Southern.Democrat. Wenberg also recounts that his 
managing editors gave the Repub~ican candidate the lion's share 
with 51.1 per cent although only 40.4 per cent were registered 
Republicans. In the same poll in which 32.,6 per cent were Demo-
crats and 21.1 per cent Independents, Truman received a second 
place total of votes by 37.6 per cent, while Thurmond was selec~ 
ted by the remaining 2,4 per cent of the managing editors. (See 
Table XIX). 
In all three cases, the results are predominately Republi-
can though less markedly so in the answers of the city editors. 
The Republican affiliation reaches its peak in the publishers 
panel and steadily dips from managing editor to city editor per-
centagewise. Though little difference is .evident in the Demo-
crat editors' and publishers' column, the number of Independent 
city editors surmounts the totals of the other two executive 
groups by as much as 8.0 per cent. 
By examining the voting record of the three, it may be seen 
that the same condition exists and more severely so. The 
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publishers' immense enthusiasm for Dewey was gradually whittled 
down by the managing editors and finally by the city editors 
until a bare 8.0 per cent margin separated the top two candi-
dates. And inversely, the president was less popular with the 
publishers, more so with the managing editors, and received his 
largest vote from the city editors. 
The political activity of the city editors proved to be 
confined for _the mostpart to the ballot box on election day. 
Very few have held, or now hold political office. Of the 215 
city editors, only four are now occupying government positions, 
all of these on the municipal level,. Two have held office in 
the past, while two more are active workers in political groups. 
One of the editors was appointed by the Federal government as 
Director General of the American Railroads during World War I, 
but this though a political.appointment can hardly be considered 
a post in politics. 
The offices now filled by city editors, both appointive 
and elective, include: Plan Board Chairman, School Board Member 
Justice of the Peace, and Village Councilman. Those offices 
that have been held by the editors in the past were the posi-
tions of coroner and police magistrate. One editor is both 
Republican County Vice-Chairman as well as State Secretary of 
the Young Republican group. Another editor is a member of the 
\_; Democrat Executive Committee~ 
While the participation of newsmen in political affairs is 
upheld by some authorities it is generally agreed that political 
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play is somewhat of a hindrance in the performance of their 
duties. This attitude applies to the uwatchdog of government'il 
concept to which a responsible editor will ascribe as a vital 
part of his job in this democratic way of life. 
Although the editor is as privileged as any other citizen 
to tolerate personal views, the ideal treatment of news is con-
sidered.to be the objective approach: presenting both sides of 
a question, thereby promoting thoughtful conclusions. Too often 
this concept is minimized; the reader receives a partial set 
of facts as provided by the slanted story or editorial. 
It is indi~ative of a free arid healthy press when 206 out 
of 215 city editors have so far remained uncontrolled by politi-
cal implications, or on the surface at least. 
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CHAPTER.VII 
ECONOMIC STATUS 
Twenty-five years ago the Pulitzer School of Journalism, 
Columbia Pniversity, estimated that after ten years, its gra-
duates, continuing to work in the newspaper field, were earning 
an average of $6~016 per year. Those graduates in journalism 
who, contemporarily chose allied or entirely alien occupations, 
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were earning substantially more. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the Columbia University 
salary figure may have been the result of the most favorable 
conditions, even in the year 1926, it is still not to be denied 
that newspapermen generally consider their remuneration far 
inferior to the requisite talent. But at times it would be an 
outrage for the self-esteemed professional, the journalist, to 
organize his fellows into something resembling a labor union, 
into some methodical structure as the basis of a pay scale. And 
into this forbidden sanctuary of the 11 artist 11 newspaperman, the 
American Newspaper Guild has ventured if not sometimes hesi-
tantly and always slowly. The late Heywood Broun, ANG 1 s former 
president, commented: 11 It has been difficult to organize news-
papermen. Most of them said, 1I 1m an artist. r I said that when 
I started. At the end of 15 years I began to doubt it. ·At the 
end of 25 years I was sure I was not an artist, but that I was 
... ' -... 
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a worker. I have been in the newspaper business so long that atj 
times I have been underpaid" I have found the newspaper busines: 
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just as romantic when I was overpaid as when I was underpaid.11 
Because the city editor, a line executive, is automatically 
excluded from the nwhat he should11 and "what he actually earns" 
standards of comparison under the Fair Labor Standards Act, this 
critique will continue on the executive level. The studies of 
Wenberg and Desmarais serve as useful data in determining how 
the city editor ranks salarywise in the managerial strata. 
In anslj\Ter to the question, 11What is your average annual 
income?'"' 204 city editors indicated that their yearly earnings 
averaged $5,685, the lowest salary in the group, $+,300; and 
the highest, $18,000. Peculiarly, both city editors at the 
extremities of the salary span are currently working for news-
pape.rs in the same state. The size of their respective news-
papers is a factor in the divergent pay scales. 
Only two city editors admitted earnings between $1,500 to 
$2,500; 71 (34.8 per cent), $2,500 to $5,000; 81 (39.2 per 
cent), $5,000 to $7,000; 35 (17.2 per cent), $7,000 to $10,000; 
7 (3.4 per cent), $10,000 to $12,000; 5 (2.5 per cent), $12,000 
to $15,000; 2 (1 .. 0 per cent), $15,000 to $25,000. (See Table 
XX) • 
After reaching its peak at the $5,000 to $7,000 level, the 
curve falls sharply to $10,000, then plunges severely to its 
lowest representative group, at $18,000 which only one editor 
maintains. Many of the editors stated that their salaries are 
supplemented by remuneration from means other than newspaper 
work. These amounts, by necessity, were included in the totals 
as many of the executives failed to differentiate or classify 
their yearly sums. It will be realized therefore that the 
average figure· represented as 11 income:u is not meant to depict 
a ••simon-pure 11 statement of the city editors' newspaper earnings 
annually .• 
Twenty-six city editors placed their earnings at $5,000. 
These, in effect, established the high point in any specific 
wage group. A close second, 25 city editors entered their 
compensation at the $6~000 level. The remainder in any one 
salary category numbers only 13 editors. It is to be expected 
that Wenberg should report that his group of managing editors 
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averaged a decidedly higher salary than the city editors. 
Though similarly, as was noted in the city editor poll, the 
major portion of the managing editors grouped their salaries in 
the $5,000 to $7,000 range, and it may be seen that the salary 
scope was extended to the $50,000 per year mark. 
This,result arithmetically increased the average ME's 
salary to $7,238, about $1J500 above that of the city editor. 
The publishers, as recorded by Desmarais were.given an even 
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wider salary range; from $4,000 to $85,000. The publishers 
I 
averaged $18,808·annually, substantially above the salaries 
~: of the other two executiveso 
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TABLE XX 
INCOME LEVELS OF THE CITY EDITORS 
Income Group Number Per cent 
$1,500 - $2,500 
$~·.;500 $5 ,ooo 
$5, ooo ~ $7 ,ooD .... 
$7 ;000. -. $10iJQ90 
$10,000 ~ $12,000 
$12t000 $~5,000 
$15,000 p $25,000 
Below $1,500 
Lowest Salary 
Highest Salar.y 
$1,300 
$18:?000 
204 City Editers ,Average $5,685. Per ·Annum 
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CHAPTER VIII 
READING HABITS 
The examination of a number of "other 11 dailies is of course 
a patent act in the routine of the city editor. Whether on a 
large metro or small, his first exertion after opening the mail 
will ordinarily shift to the stack of bundled newspapers at his 
elbow. The perusal of his ncompetitionn may elicit a few 
unscheduled caustic comments and hurried questions as to why 
11 we« didn't get the story. Or being satisfied that ~~we 11 did 
cover the event much better than competition, the city editor 
turns his attention to the usual group of papers which is his 
habit to scan. As Carlyle 'has so aptly put it, habit is the 
deepest law of human nature. Whether by exchange or by sub-
scription, the reception of these newspapers by the city editor 
provides a daily grist of ideas. A national story may suggest 
a local follow-up. It may offer a slender thread of information 
and when combined with further clews formulates a future 11 hunch 11 
of which many editors still pride themselves. Whatever, there-
fore is the reason, the city editor seeks intelligence on the 
topics of the day. The greater supply of knowledge he obtains 
' 
whether international or somewhat regional in scope, is con-
fined for the mostpart to the larger dailies of the nation. 
Into these the city editor delves to fulfill his quest. 
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And as can be seen by the following paragraphs, 192 city editors 
tend toward certain favorites. (See Table XXI). 
In answer to the que-stion, 11iwhat newsp:apers do you read 
regularly," 72 executives (37.5 per cent) stated that they read 
The New York Times. The New York Herald-Tribune placed·'second 
with a total of 35 (18.2 per cent) -regular readers. Twenty city 
editors (10.4 per cent) read the Chicago ~ribune, and 17 (8.9 
per cent), the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
In close similarity to selections of the city editors, 
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Wenberg cited the leading readership choices of his managing 
editors, the results of which were: The New York Times, 26.4 
_per cent; New York Herald-Tribune, 13.2 per cent; Chicago 
Tribune, 11.2 per cent; and the Christian Science Monitor, 10.0 
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per cent. Desmarais reported that The New York Times was read 
by 31.3 per cent of the publishers; Chicago Tribune, 17.6 per 
cent; Christian Science Monitor, 16.3 per cent; and the New 
York Herald-Tribune, 10 ... 4 per cent. 
It is evident that the advertising slogan of The New York 
Times has substantial verification. As a "Newspaperman's News-
paper, The New York Times was given a solid first in all three 
studies affecting the managerial personnel of the nation's 
dailies, with almost twice as many regular readers over any 
other ·newspaper. The city editors and managing editors both 
selected the New York Herald-Tribune the_ second most popular 
paper, but the publishers reduced it to fourth. Curiously, the 
Chicago Tribune ranked third with both city and managing editors 
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TABLE XXI 
NEWSPAPERS READ REGULARLY BY THE CITY EDITORS 
NOT INCLUDING THEIR OWN 
Newspaper 
New York Times 
New.York Herald-Tribune 
Chicago Tribune 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Christian Science Monitor 
Chicago· Daily News 
Kansas City Star 
Des Motnes Register-Tribune 
Oklahoma City Oklahoman 
Louisville Courier-Journal 
New York Daily News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Milwaukee Journal 
Los Angeles Times 
San Francisco Cbro;ni.cle 
New York World-Telegram & Sun 
Detroit News 
Detroit Free Press 
Boston Herald 
Portland Oregonian 
Washington Post 
Boston Globe 
Cleveland Press 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
Seattle Times 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Oregon Journal ; 
emphis Commercial Appeal 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Philadelphia Bulletin 
all St. Journal 
. ; ~;;.; ,: 
-~. ·.·~~·, .. 
Of' Answering Cl~:y Editors ( 192) 
Number 
72 
35 
20 
17 
16 
13 
12 
11 
ll 
10 
10 
9 
8 
7 
7 
7 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
Per cent* 
37.5 
18.2 
10 .. 4 
8.9 
8G3 
6.8 
6.,3 
5.7 
4.,7 
4.2 
3.6 
2.6 
t was boosted to second place in readership by the publishers.· 
)....,..~ 
The Christian Science Monitor placed f'ourth in readership by 
~ th~.managing editors, third by the publishers, but was edged 
··-
into f'l.fth position by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in the city 
editors' survey .. It is notable that with the exception of' the 
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slight interchange between the Monitor and the Post-Dispatch in 
this study, the newspapers most valued for their information by 
. 
newspaper management would then be: The New York Times and 
Tribune, the Chicago Tribune ana Christian Science Monitor. The 
St. Louis Post~Dispatch is close behind. 
Following the fifth selection of the city editors: Chris-
tian Science Monitor, with 16 (8.3 per cent) readership, we 
observe: Chicago Daily.News, 13 (6.8 per cent); Kansas City 
Star, 12 (6.3 per cent); Des Moines Register-Tribune, 11 (5.7 
per cent); Oklahoma City Oklahoman, 11 (5.7 per cent); Louis-
ville Courier-Journal, 10 (5.2 per cent); New York Daily News, 
10 (5.2 per cent); Philadelphia Inquirer, 9 (4.7 per cent); 
Milwaukee Journal, 8 (4.2 per cent); Los Angeles Times, 7 (3.6 
per cent); San Francisco Chronicle, 7 (3.6 per cent); and the 
New York World-Telegram & Sun, 7 (3.6 per cent). 
Those newspapers read by six city editors (3.1 per cent) 
include: the Detroit News, Detroit Free Press, Boston Herald, 
Portland Oregonian, Washington Post; by five city editors (2.6 
per cent): Boston Globe, Cleveland Press, Seattle Post-Intelli-
gencer, Seattle Times, St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Chicago Sun-
Times, Oregon Journal, Memphis Commercial Appeal, Pittsburgh 
Post.-.Gazette, Philadelphia Bulletin, and Wall St. Journal,. 
Mentioned by four editors as follows: Cleveland P~ain 
Dealer, Dayton News, Detroit Times, Minneapolis Star & Tribune, 
Los Angeles Examiner, Los Angeles Herald-Express, Los Angeles 
Mirror, Los Angeles News, San.Francisco Examiner, Rocky Mountain 
News, and the Toledo Blade. · 
Three mentions: Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Dallas Morning 
News, Indianapolis-Star, Cincinnati Enquirer, Providence 
Journal-Bulletin, Milwaukee Sentinel, Denver Post, Atlanta 
Journal, Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette, Oklahoma City Times, Newark 
News, Charlotte Observer, Arkansas Gazette, San Francisco Call-
Bulletin, Buffalo Evening News, and the Binghamton Press. 
Two mentions: San Antonio Express, Houston Press, Fort 
Worth Press, Akron Beacon-Journal, Tampa Tribune, Miami Herald, 
Chicago Journal of Commerce, Bpokesman Review, Omaha World-
Herald, Greensboro Daily News, Arkansas Democrat, Clarksdale 
Press-Register, Fresno Bee, Manchester (Eng) Guardian, Buffalo 
Courier-Express, Salt Lake Tribune, South Bend Tribune, Portland 
Press-Herald & Express, Baltimore Sun, Boston Traveler, St. Pe-
tersburg Independent, Chicago Herald•American, Ohio State 
Journal, St. Paul Pioneer Press & Dis.patch, Newark Star Ledger, 
..Charlotte News, Memphis Press-Scimita_r, San Francisco ~ews, Hart-! 
ford Courant, Pittsburgh Press, Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, 
and the New York Journal~American. 
One mention: San Antonio Light, San Angelo Standard-Times, 
Houston Chronicle, Dallas Times-Herald, Corpus Christi Caller, 
Enid Morning News, Valley Evening Monitor, Harlingen Morning 
Star, Houston Post, Amarillo Times, Amar\illo Globe-News, Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch, New Brunswick Standard-Times, Salem News, 
Columbus Dispatch, Nevada State Journal, Clearwater Sun, Tampa 
Times, Jacksonville Times-Union, Idaho Daily Statesman, Peoria 
Star, Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, Galesburg Register-Mail, 
Davenport Times, Easton Express, Newport Daily Press, Grand 
Rapids Press, Delta Democrat-Times, Great Falls Tribune, Sioux 
City Journal-Tribune, Atlantic City Press, Paterson Call, 
Raleigh News & Observer, Moline Dispatch, St. Louis Star-Times, 
Evansville Courier, Davenport Democrat, Hutchinson News-Herald, 
Topeka Daily Capital~ Lexington Herald, Louisville Times, Lake 
Charles Southwest Citizen,_ Beaumont Enterprise, New Orleans Ite~ 
Bangor News, Boston Record-American, Dayton Journal-Herald, St9 
Petersburg Times, Orlando Sentinel & Star, Atlanta Constitution, 
Peoria Journal, St. Louis Sporting News, Rock Island Argus, TerrE 
Haute Star, Troy Daily News., Bethlehem Globe.-.Times, Tacoma News-
Tribune, Muskegon Chronicle, New Orleans Times-Picayune, Bil-
lings Gazette, Camden Courier, Hudson Dispatch, Jersey Observer, 
Daily Worker, Ashville, Citizen-Times, Trenton Times, Durham 
Morning Herald, Columbus Citizen, New Kensington Dispatch, York 
Gazette & Daily, Reading Times, Harrisburg News, Lancaster New 
Era, Nashville Tennessean, Houston Press, Rochester Times-Union, 
Washington Star, Cincinnati Times-Star, Williamsport Sun, Pitts-
burgh Sun-Telegraph, York Dispatch, Reading Patriot, Martins 
Ferry Times-Leader, Washington Observer, Chattanooga Free Press, 
Binghamton Sun, Cincinnati Post, Scranton S9rantonian, Wilkes-
Barre Record and Lima News. 
To summarize briefly the foregoing information: 192 city 
editors read 536 newspapers a day other than their own, 
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averaging almost 2.8 papers per editor. Separate newspapers 
read total 156 sheets. Many city editors merely stated 11varioud 
or "local 11 newspapers thereby confounding a true total, which 
incidentally must be again qualified. Some editors found the 
space on the questionnaire inadequate to list their entire 
reading material. It can be assumed therefore that the con-
structed average is a general one, and perhaps could be in-
creased by a substantial amount. 
Aside from newspapers as a source of information, the re-
spending city editors pointed out that'they are avid magazine 
readers. Of the 215 city editors, 205 participate in this form 
of relaxation or work as the case may be. This literature, 
varying in degrees from Mickey Mouse Comics to the Congres-
sional Record, numbers over 100 and averages 3.6 magazines per 
editor. Four city editors, in reply to the questionnaire, indi-
cated that they read '"various" magazines but didn't enumerate 
them. Five editors stated that they had no time for this type 
of matter, while one edit~r didn't answer. 
The newsmagazine, Time, is the most popular with the group. 
Its patronage extends to 123 city editors (60.0 per cent), or a 
considerable sum over Life in second place with 106 (51.7 per 
cent) regular customers. Third place falls to Saturday Evening 
Post with 91' (44.4 per cent), and fourth position to Reader's 
Digest by 73 (35.6 per c-ent) city editors. 
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Wenberg and Des-
marais disuovered that these four magazines rated in the same 
range of popularity but not necessarily in the same order. 
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Though Time magazine attracted'the highest percentage of readers 
(publishers, 63.1 per cent; managing editors, 51.9 per cent), 
Reader's Digest was selected as the second choice of the :oubli ... 
shers with 53.2 per cent; while the city editors made Life 
their second choice, the same as the managing editors (39 .. 2 per 
cent). 
TABLE XXII 
MAGAZINES READ REGULARLY BY THE CITY EDITORS 
Magazines 
Time 
Life. 
Saturday Evening Post 
Reader r s Digest 
Colliers 
New Yorker 
Editor & Publisher 
Newsweek 
Atlantic Monthly 
Look 
United States News & World Report 
Coronet 
Harper's Monthly 
Better Homes & Gardens 
Saturday Review of Literature 
Holiday 
True 
National Geographic 
American 
Quill 
American Legion 
Argosy 
Fortune 
Popular Photography 
Esquire 
Ladies Home Journal 
Editors 
Number Per cent 
123 
106 
91 
73 
47 
46 
38 
35 
20 
18 
15 
15 
13 
13 
12 
9 
9 
9 
9 
8 
7 
'7 
6 
5 
5 
5 
60,.0 
51.'7 
44.4 
35.9 
22.9 
22.4 
18.5 
17.0 
9.8 
8.8 
7.3 
6.3 
5.9 
4.4 
3.9 
3.4 
2.9 
2.4 
z_, 
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A total of 38 .. 8 per cent of the managing editors according to 
Wenberg, admitted that Reader's Digest and Life tied for third 
spot with another newsmag, Newsweek, placing fourth (19o6 
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per cent). The publishers in the Desmarais critique designated 
Life (47.2 per cent) and Satu,rday Evening Post (45 .. 6 per cent) 
as their third and fourth choices respectively. 
The remainder of the city editors selected in the fol-
lowing manner: Colliers, 47 (22.9 per cent); New Yorker, 46 
(22.4 per cent); Editor & Publisher, 38 (18.5 per cent); News-
week, 35 (17~0 per cent); Atlantic Monthly, 20 (9.8 per cent); 
Look, 18 (8.8 per cent); United States News & World Report, 15 
( 7. 3 per cent) ; Coronet,, 15 ( 7. 3 per c:ent) ; Harper's Monthly, 
13 (6.3 per cent); Better Homes & Gardens, 13 (6.3 per cent); 
Saturday Review of Literature, 12 (5.9 per' cent); nine men ... 
tions (4.4 per cent): Hol,iday, True, National Geographic, 
American; eight mentions (3.9 per cent): Quill; seven men~ 
tions (2.9 per cent): Fortune; five mentions (2.4 per cent): 
Popular Photography, Esquire, and Ladies Home Journal. 
Four mentions: Q,uick, Field & Stream, McCalla, American 
Mercury. 
Three mentions: Sunset, Writerrs Digest, Sports, Outdoor 
Life, Popular Mechanics and Elks. 
Two mentions: Parents, Sports Afield, Progressive Farmer, 
V. F. W., Consumer's Report, Alumni mags, American Home, Red-
book, Christian Advocate, Publisher's Auxiliary, Theatre Arts, 
Sporting News, Camera, u. S. Camera, A~erican Rifleman, Business 
Week, Bluebook, Country ~entleman, Outdoors, Rotarian, Nations 
Business, Cosmopolitan, and Woman's Home Companion. 
One mention: Fate, Fortnight, Investors Reader, Leather-
neck, Nation, Ring, Sport, Changing Times, Mickey Mouse Comics, 
Britain Today, Freeman, New Statesman & The Nation (London), and 
Woman's World. Also,, Ford Times, Wisconsin Idea Theatre, Repor-
ter, The Sign, Publishers Weekly, Kiplinger, Motor Boating, 
Yabhting, Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, and PNPA Journal. Also 
All Hands, Modern Photography, Congressional Record, PhotographYJ 
Workshop, Pageant, Lens Photography, U. S. Combat Forces, Guide-
posts, Scouting, Farm & Ranch, Catholic Digest, Ligourian, Peek, 
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Hoard's Dairyman, Breederrs Gazette, Farm Quarterly; Weste~n 
Horseman, Flower Garden, Pathfinder, Historical Review, Scripps-
Howard News, London Calling, Colombia, Guild Reporter, Writer's 
1Guide, Nieman Report, and various Labor publications. 
Into the crucible of literature these city editors have 
also contributed a goodly share of the ingredients. A talent or 
flair for writing as well as reading the works of others is ably 
demonstrated by the :humber of articles in a variety of magazines 
which these editors have written. Seventy-three, or roughly one 
third of the 215 city editors in this study are published au-
thors in as many as 98 separate magazines. Thirty-two have con-
tributed to a variety of trade publications; Life magazine, 
five; Time, five; Saturday Evening Post, five; Editor and 
Publisher, four; Colliers, three; Coronet, three; Quill, 
three; Holland's, three; American Weekly, three, Field and 
'Stream, two; Reader's Digest, two; New Yorker, two; and 
Esquire, two~ 
As well, nine city editors have contributed to unspecified 
pulp magazines; four to Service and Organizational publications; 
five to Farm journals; nine to Sports magazines; 18 to slicks; 
fi~e to Literary magazines; and one editor found a market in 
the Pictorials. Another editor wrote 150 articles for as many 
as 35 magazines of national circulation, while another ghosted 
frequently, of course not receiving credit for his work per se. 
Six editors also have written a total of seven books, while 
two more executives have finished three books which were not 
published. Another city editor at present has a book in pro-
gress, his first. One editor has collaborated with friends on 
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portions of two books, and a second editor has drafted a grade 
school geography. 
In rather intimate communion with literature, though per-
haps not as remunerative nor appreciated is the editorial. As 
is seen by this survey, few city editors have been given the 
daily task of v<.rriting these commentaries. Only 12 of 108 
nwri ting11 city editors are regular contributors to the editorial 
page. Ten editors write editorials frequently or from two to 
four per week; 49 editors, once a week; and 37 editors, sel-
d6m or about once a month. A total of 107 city editors never 
write editorials or else failed to answer the question. The 
great majority of these executives who do write editorials are 
situated on staffs of the smaller dailies. 
It is indicative of the nature of the j~nior executive that 
he should develop tastes for .fairness and reliability in the 
world·of journalism. His work, in the main, deals with the 
presentation of the news as he finds it; his ethics culled 
from his own moral sense and newspaper examples about him. 
' Whether or not the newspaper of his employ maintains set'stan~ 
dards of fairness is quite beyond the realm of this study. It 
is, rather, an inquiry to determine whether the city editors 
agree as to what is considered 11 fairness and reliability11 and 
what would be the newspapers in which these principles are 
especially prominent. 
The city editors were asked the question, 111What three news-
papers do you consider the most fair and reliable? 11 For the 
first newspaper mentioned by the editor a 10-point score was 
attributed; five for the second mention; and three points for 
the third. Upon completion of the scoring the points were 
totaled. The New York Times, with 130 ment.ions in the three 
categories, received 1070 points to land in the top drawer of 
reliability and fairness. In second place .came the Christian 
Science Monitor with 61 mentions and 395 points. The nomination 
for third honors was given to the New York Herald-Tribune (209 
points), and fourth to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (204 points). 
It is discernible that in readership by these same editors the 
vote was almost identical with the above figures. However, an 
exception is evident. The Chicago Tribune, which placed close 
to the top in readersnip, sank to a bare mention in the ques-
tion relating to fairness with a score or three points wrested 
from the entire roster of city editors. 
Forty-nine points was given to the Chicago Daily News; and 
the remainder is as follows: Washington Post, 48 points; 
Louisville Courier-Journal, 42 points; K~nsas City Star, 35 
points; Baltimore Sun, 29 points; Milwaukee Journal,~points 
Scripps-Howard (as a group), 26 points; Washington Star, 16 
points; Chicago Sun-Times, 15 points; Los Angeles Times, St. 
Louis Globe•Democrat, New York World Telegram & Sun, and the 
Charlotte Observer, 13 points. 
Ten points: Arkansas Gazette, Sacramento Bee, Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram, Duluth Herald & News-Tribune, Cincinnati Post, 
Akron Beacon-Journal, Memphis Press-Scimitar, and Rio Daily 
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TABLE XXIII 
NEWSPAPERS CONSIDERED 11 MOST FAIR AND RELIABLE 11 BY THE EDITORS 
News12a12er 1st Pta 2nd Pts 3rd Pts TM Score 
New York Times 87 870 34 170 10 30 130 1070 
Christian Science Monitor 25 250 21 105 15 45 61 395 
New York Herald..:.Tribune 7 70 23 115 8 '24 38 209 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 9 90 15 75 13 39 36 204 Chicago Daily News 3 30 2 10 3 9 8 49 
Washington Post l 10 4 20 6 18 11 48 
Louisville Courier-Journal 2 20 2 10 4 12 8 42 
Kansas City Star 0 0 4 20 5 15 9 35 
Baltimore Sun 0 0 4 20 3 9 7 29 
Milwaukee Journal 0 0 2 10 6 18 8 28 
Scripps-Howard l 10 2 10 2 6 5 26 
Washington Star 0 0 2 10 2 6 4 16 
Chicago Sun-Times l 10 1 5 0 0 2 15 
Los Angeles Times 0 0 2 10 1 3 3 13 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat 1 10 0 0 l 3 2 13 
New York World-Telegram & Sun l 10 0 0 l 3 2 13 
Charlotte Observer l 10 0 0 l 3 2 13 
Cincinnati Post l 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Akron Beacon-Journal l 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Memphis Press-Scimitar l 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Rio Daily Press l 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Daily Hampshire Gazette l 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Burlington Times-News 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Eugene Regist er ... Guard 1 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Barre Times 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Mamoroneck Times l 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Sacramento Bee 1 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 1 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Duluth Herald & News-Tribune l 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Atlanta Constitution 0 0 2 10 0 0 2 10 
Arkansas Gazette 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Cincinnati Enquirer 0 0 l 5 1 3 2 8 
Wall Street Journal 0 0 1 5 1 3 2 8 
Memphis Commercial-Appeal 0 0 l 5 1 3 2 8 
Cleveland Press· 0 0 1 5 1 3 2 8 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette' 0 0 1 5 l 3 2 8 
Philadelphia Inquirer 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 6 
Philadelphia Bulletin 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 6 
Boston Herald 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 6 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 6 
Daily Oklahoman 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 6 
Los Angeles News 0 0 l 5 0 0 l 5 
Fresno Bee 0 0 l 5 0 0 l 5 
Worcester Gazette 0 0 l 5 0 0 l 5 
Detroit Free Press 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 5 
Camden Courier-Post 0 0 1 5 0 0 l 5 
(Table XXIII cont 1d) 
News:QaJ2er lst Pts 
Pittsburgh Press 0 0 
Chattanooga Times 0 0 1 0 
Boston Globe 0 0 1 0 
ockford Morning Star 0 0 1 0 
Adrian Telegram 0 0 1 0 
Wilson Daily Times 0 0 1 0 
Greenville Democrat-Times 0 0 1 0 
Rocky Mountain News 0 0 0 3 Des Moines Register 0 0 0 1 3 New Orleans Times-Picayune 0 0 0 1 3 Detroit News 0 0 0 1 3 Denver Post 0 0 0 1 3 3 Newark News 0 0 0 1 3 3 Chicago Tribune 0 0 0 1 3 3 tlanta Journal 0 0 0 1 3 3 San Francisco Chronicle 0 0 0 1 3 3 Portland Oregonian 0 0 0 1 3 3 
emerton Sun 0 0 0 1 3 3 Hartford Courant 0 0 0 1 3 3 New York Post 0 0 0 1 3 3 iversida Press-Enterprise 0 0 0 1 3 3 
akersfield Californian 0 0 0 1 3 3 
odesto Bee 0 0 0 1 3 3 T:roy Record 0 0 0 1 3 3 inghamton Press 0 0 0 1 3 3 
aytown Sun 0 o' 0 1 3 3 
Press. Also, Daily Hampshire Gazette, Burlington Times-News, 
Eugene Register-Guard, Barre Times, Mamaroneck Times and the 
tlanta Constitution. 
Eight points: Cincinnati Enquirer, Wall Street Journal, 
emphis Commercial-Appeal, Cleveland Press, Pittsburgh Post-
azette; six points: Philadelphia Inquirer, Philadelphia Bul-
letin, Boston Herald, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Daily Oklahoman; 
ive points: Worcester Gazette, Detroit Free Press, Camden 
Courier~Post, Pittsburgh Press, Chattanooga Times, Boston Globe, 
ockford Morning Star, Adrian Telegram, Wilson Daily Times, 
and the Greenville Democrat-Times j · three mentions: Rocky 
ntain News, Des Moines Register, New Orleans Times-Pieayune, 
trait News, Denver Post, Newark News, Chicago Tribune, Atlanta 
Journal, San Francisco Chronicle, Portland Oregonian, Bremerton 
Sun, Hartford Courant, New York Post, Riverside Press-Enterprise 
akersfield Californian, Modesto Bee,. Troy Record, Binghamton 
Press, and the Baytown Sun. (See Table XXIII). 
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In their opinions as to what u. s. newspapers are the most 
reliable and fair, city editors, managing editors and publishers 
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present a solid front. As cited by Desmarais and Wenberg 
the publishers and ME's respectively, as well as the city edi-
tors of this study have given the gray lady, The New York Times 
their unreserved admiration for accuracy. The Christian Science 
Monitor, in second place, also received united support for its 
standards. Though both the ME's and publishers allotted third 
position to the St. Louis Post~Dispatch, the city editors fa-
vored the New York Herald"Tribune. This newspaper was accorded 
fourth place honors by the publishers and ME's, while the city 
editors assigned that position to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
It is thereby hinted by the three studies and cogent evidence 
exists, that journalists do respect the non-sensational news-
paper even though their own sheets tend toward the opposite. 
The Times as has been observed may be considered the paragon of 
balance and dignity as well as completeness. One city editor, 
nevertheless, maintained that The New York Times is 11 so verbose, 
it is boring." (See Table XXIV). 
To construct a more complete canvass of executive· opinions, 
the question of fairness was reversed. "What do. you consider 
the three least fair and reliable newspapers? 11 was asked of the 
city editors. A decided drop in answers denoted an increase in 
opinion reserve. Many refused to t 4 stick their necks out" on 
such a query. One editor declared that an answer would be 
libel per se. The method of scoring remained the same as in the 
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previous question. And when the dust settled, Bertie McCormick' 
Chicago Tribune had suffered a most severe indictment, that of 
eing voted first of the worst. However, a few city editors, 
with their thumbs still inverted in distaste, said that though 
they didn't agree with the Tribunets policies, they still con• 
sidered the paper a good one. The Tribune received 84 mentions, 
a sum of 718 points; followed by the Hearst newspapers with 402 
points. So many of the city editors said simply "Hearst" or the 
earst chain1R that such a category was invented for the purposes 
of this study. The mentions of specific Hearst publications are 
iven separate listings. With 137 points, the New York Daily 
ews was awarded third position, and the Washington Times-Herald 
he fourth place entry was given 121 points. 
The remainder is as follows: Daily Worker, 56 points; New 
ark Mirror, 47 points; Los Angeles Examiner, 23 points; New 
ark Journal~American, 22 points; San Francisco Examiner, 21 
points; New York Compass, 20 points; Chicago Herald-American, 
15 points; New York Post, 15 points; and the New York Times, 
13 points. It is c1rrious that the New York Times with such a 
high rating of favorability would also deserve a plentiful array 
of adverse criticism. 
Ten points were allowed the Chicago Sun-Times, Buffalo 
Evening News, R~leigh & Observer, Daily Oklahoman, Kansas City 
~ Star, Boston Post, Spokane Spokesman Review, New York tabloids 
(as a group), Boston Record, Columbus Dispatch and the Afro-
;:·;·_-. 
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TABLE XXIV 
PAPERS CONSIDERED 11 LEAST FAIR AND RELIABLE 11 BY THE EDITORS 
News12a12er 1st Pts 2nd Pts 3rd Pts TM Score 
Chicago Tribune 62 620 16 80 6 18 84 718 
Hearst Chain 22 220 22 110 24 72 68 402 
New York Daily News 5 50 15 75 4 12 24 137 
Washington Times•Herald 4 40 12 60 7 21 23. 121 
Daily Worker 4 40 2 10 2 6 8 56 
New York Mirror 1 10 5 25 4 12 10 47 
Los Angeles Examiner 2 20 0 0 1 3 3 23 
New York Journal-American 0 b 2 10 4 12 6 22 
San Francisco Examiner 1 10 1 5 2 6 4 21 
New York Compass l 10 2 10 0 0 3 20 
Chicago Herald-American l 10 1 5 0 0 2 15 
New York Post . 1 10 1 5 .o 0 2 15 
New York Times 1 10 0 0 1 3 2 13 
Chicago Sun-Times l 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Buffalo Evei:dng News 1 10 0 0 0 0 l 10 
Raleigh News & Observer 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Daily Oklahoman 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Kansas City Star 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Boston Post 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Spokane Spokesman-Review 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
Afro-American 1 10 0 0 0 0 1 10 
New York Tabloids 0 0 2 10 0 0 2 10 
Boston Record 0 0 2 10' 0 0 2 10 
Columbus Dispatch 0 0 2 10 0 0 2 10 
Scripps-Howard 0 0 1 5 1 3 2 8 
!Washington Post 0 0 1 5 1 3 2 8 
St. Louis Globe-Democnat 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 6 
Los Angeles Mirror 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 5 
Denver Post 0 0 l 5 0 0 1 5 
Detroit Times 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 5 
Minneapolis Star & Tribune 0 0 1 5 0 0 l 5 
Gannett Chain 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 5 
Cincinnati Times-Star 0 0 1 5 0 0 1 5 
Tulsa Tribune 0 0 1 5 0 0 l 5 
Henryetta Free Lance 0 0 1 5 0 0 l 5 
New York Herald-Tribune 0 0 0 0 1 3 l 3 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 0 0 0 0 l 3 1 3 
Christian Science Monitor 0 0 0 0 1 3 l 3 
:Washington Star 0 0 0 0 1 3 l 3 
~ridgeport Post 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 3 
Eight points: Scripps-Howard Chain, Washington Post; six 
points: St. Louis Globe-Democrat; five points: Los Angeles 
~irror, Denver Post, Detroit Times, Minneapolis Star & Tribune, 
Gannett Chain, Cincinnati Times-Star, Tulsa Tribune, and the 
Henryetta Free Lance. 
I 
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The final group with three point totals include: New York 
Herald ... Tribune, New Orleans Times-Picayune, Christian Science 
Monitor, Washington.. Star, and the Bridgeport Post. (See Table 
XXIV). 
As may have been observed, many or the newspaoers given 
favorable mention appeared also in the unfavorable column. Some 
editors with an eye for the exciting and highly played news 
story evidently took a dim view or the more conservative papers. 
They expressed the opinion that such staid journalism is not 
necessarily accurate; that, for instance, The New York Times 
11 
could be" just as inaccurate as any ill respected newspaper. 
Others deliberately selected outstanding newspapers as unreliab~ 
to demonstrate their position that it is impossible to define 
this quality in journalism. However, the choice of both the 
Chicago Tribune and the.Hearst newspapers as the least fair and 
reliable by the city editors who did reply is supported by 
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Wenberg and Desmarais. Both the publishers and the ME 1 s 
selected the Tribune and the Hearst Chain in exactly the same 
order. In third place, the publishers listed the Denver Post 
followed by the Chicago Sun~Times in fourth. The Daily Worker 
and the New York Daily News were the selections for third and 
fourth positi9ns respectively in the opinion or the ME's. In 
spite or slight deviations in severity, the managerial thought 
processes reflect similar attitudes or agreement. Newspapers 
used as whetting stones for political axes which may be inter-
preted as "prejudices" are considered unfair, while at the same 
time intense overplaying or certain stories might also affect 
reliability. The newsmen want objectivity. (See Table XXV). 
.; . 
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TABLE XXV 
NEWSPAPERS CONSIDERED 11 LEAST FAIR AND RELIABLE 11 BY PUBLISHERS, 
MANAGING EDITORS AND CITY EDITORS 
Publishers 
Chicago Tribune 
Hearst Chain 
Denver Post 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Managing Editors 
Chicago Tribune 
Hearst Chain 
Daily Worker 
N. Y. Daily News 
TABLE XXVI 
City Editors 
Chicago Tribune 
Hearst Chain 
N. Y. Daily News 
Wash. Time~-Herald 
NEWSPAPERS CONSIDlER.ED tr MOST FAIR AND RELIABLE 11 BY PUBLISHERS, 
MANAGING EDITORS AND CITY EDITORS 
Publishers 
New York Times 
C~ s. Monitor 
St. Louis Post-Disp 
N. Y. Herald-Trib 
Managing EditorE 
New York Times 
C. s. Monitor 
St. Louis Post-Disp 
N. Y. Herald~Trib 
New York Times 
C. S. Monitor 
St. Louis Post-Di~ 
N. Y. Herald-Trib 
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CHAPTER IX 
ATTITUDES 
11 I think it good plain English, without fraud, 
To call a spade a spade, a bawd a bawd. 111 --John Taylor 
( '1Water Poet 11 ), Kicksey Winsey 
As individuals, the attitudes of the city editors are con-
victional though varied. Men· of practicality, conditioned by an 
environment of mental forensics, these city editors have molded 
certain conclusions, governed of course by their previous ex-
periences with people and things. And in a world where civi-
lization stands ready to carve or to be carved, the city edi-
tor's attitude wields the knife. His preferences are for the 
mostpart the trend of the future. And as we may expect that 
someday he may ascend to the position of managing editor or even 
publisher, his ideas at the present time should be alive and 
discerning, his convictions either strengthened or reconditioned 
by the content of changing times. His actions must be positive, 
his direction, deliberate. Are our city editors now seriously 
considering what kind of a newspaper they would like to onerate, 
what type of personnel they should employ if the choice was 
theirs? Are colleges and universities with departments of 
journalism filling the need for trained reporters? 
To ascertain this futuristic bent of today 1 s city editor, 
the question was asked of the executives, "Show your preference 
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of employee type by marking (.1) for first choice, (2) for second 
etc., in the following categories: college graduate with a 
major in journalism; college grad with .a major in liberal arts; 
high school graduate; grammar sc.hool graduate; or a high 
school graduate with five years experience as a reporter on a 
small daily. Place a (0) beside the type you would not hire~ 
The answers were rated as follows: 10 points for first choice, 
five points for second, and three for third choice. 
The resulting responses evidenced positive opinions of the 
School or Department of Journalism. The returns: journalism 
graduate, a point score of 1314 and 178 total mentions; high 
school graduate with five years experience, a point score of 
1168 and 178 mentions; liberal arts graduate, score of 989 
points and 163 mentions; high school graduate (no experience), 
score of 207 points and 46 mentions; and grammar school gra-
duate only, point score of eight with two mentionso It may be 
seen that 178 mentions were recorded in the two top classifica-
tions: the journalism grad and the experienced high schooler. 
The weight of preference however raised the J-School student to 
first position thus reducing the experienced high school gra-
duate to second place, not by any means decisively;~. -The liberal 
arts major slipped to third place, thereby demonstrating that 
either training or experience is held desirable by most city 
~ editors in their consideration of editorial employees.. The 
grammar school graduate led the list as the type these city 
editors would not hire. A total of 116 executives believed 
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further education necessary. Thirty-one editors would not con-
sider hiring high 'school graduates without any training or 
journalism education. J-School graduates were ignored by five 
city editors; liberal arts graduates by four editors; while 
two editors would not hire a high school graduate with five 
years experience. A few editors qualified their answers in 
various ways. One editor said, "I· dbn·1·t think that you can rate 
people this way. If a guy has the newspaper touch he will be 
good, if he has little formal education.· If he has the touch 
and goes to school· he will be bett~r.'11 This editor selected 
the journalism school grad as his first choice. Another would 
hire the J-School grad, 11 if he shows considerable talent." An 
editor stated that he preferred no one category. "Too many 
types are required for a well balanced staff, 11 he said. Another 
answered (selected exnerienced high school grad), 11But in all 
cases it's the individual that counts. 11 
An economic reason for hiring the journaiism grad: rrThe 
starting pay scale works against employment of unprepared help. 11 
No choice: 11 Anyone, whatever education, who shows willing-
ness, cooperation and adaptability. 11 
Liberal arts choice: ;"All these ( J-School grad and 
experienced H. S. grad in tie for second), I feel, depend on the 
job to be filled, Guild scale, etc. 11 
Another said: 11 Much depends on personality, ambition, etc. 
Would prefer high school graduate to a know-it-all. 11 
This Kansas editor gives· quite a differenct opinion: "In 
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small town reporting there is no substitute for training. We do 
not have the staff or time to train green hands. It is essen~ 
tial that a reporter has some type of previous experience even 
if it is only in college journalism. Other employee types are 
highly undesirable even those with college educations. 11 
Other answers include: 11 Not education alone--depends on 
individual. 11 11 We do not have enough staff to train beginners. '~1 
''Depends on person! '11 nAdaptabili ty to newspaper work; there 
are exceptions to all of the above (classifications). 11 . 11 Cannot 
answer--personality, background mean much." 11 No preference, 
depends on indi vidual. 111 "Depends on individual in final analy-
sis." "Depends on person. J-School grads, liberal arts grads 
and experienced high school grads are better prospects .. " 11 Impos-
sible to say. Would not hire a man on the basis of this infor ..... 
mation (classifications). 11 (See Table XXVII). 
,. 
Indeed, most of the city editors, unable to judge the pro-
spective employee with education as the criterion of ability, 
chose to give first place mentions to one or more in specific 
categories. This occurred also in the second and third place 
selections. Some editors, too, left the entire question blank, 
stating that it was not a fair evaluation. Qualification was 
ne 9essary, most felt. An adaptable person wi t'h a good educa-
tional background was accorded the best chance to succeed in 
0 newspaper work. Indication was given that some editors have had 
unfortunate experiences with J-School grads declaring that per-
haps this was 11 unusual. 11 Even editors who are journalism grads 
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---~---------------------------- -----_,JJ-----~~ 
lawyer who has passed the bar exam is not necessarily a good 
lawyer; I nor does a p.hysi cian 1 s' training permit him a bonafi.de 
talent for healing. Personal ,qualifications are tremendously 
.1:"''-' ........ _ ..... .LJ.L. _.._..., ~ - ................. - --- ......;.. .......... ------- - - ~- ·---,,- ··--- --- --
taken (conducted) and statistically reliable are also beha-
viorally valid? The Saturday-to-Tuesday political poll carries 
its own warrant as to validity but can such validity be imputed 
TABLE XXVII 
EDITORS' PREFERENCES AS TO EDITORIAL EMPLOYEES 
lst Pts 2nd Pts 3rd Pts 'I'M 
College Graduate With 94 940 61 305 23 69 178 
Major In Journalism 
High School Graduate 74 740 58 290 46 138 178 
With Five Years Exp. 
College Graduate With 52 520 68 340 43 129" 163 
Major in Liberal Arts 
High School Graduate 5 50 17 85 24 72 46 
With No Experience 
Grammar School Graduate ,0 0 l 5 1 3 2 
'With No Experience 
Would Not Hire: Grammar School Grad 116 
Hi_gh SchooL Gr_ad (No Exp) 31 
Journalism Grad 5 
Liberal Arts Grad 4 
.H. S. Grad(With 5 Yrs Exp) 2 
Score 
1314 
1168 
989 
207 
8 
themselves chose prospects who were products of a liberal arts 
college or experienced on a small daily • 
. Therefore, the city editors implied by their answers that 
the J-School still maintains the faculty for education but of 
necessity must hold to a rigorous set of standards which would 
automatically delete from attendance the unfit or disinterested. 
Because a cub is a graduate of the J-School doesn't mean that he 
or she is top drawer material~ The comments of these executi~es 
invalidate a~y conclusion to thE( opposfte •· However, journalism 
is little different from other_ occupations or profe-ssions. A 
lawyer who has passed the bar exam is not necessarily a good 
lawyer; nor does a physician's"·training permit him a bonafide 
talent for healing. Personal gualifications are tremendously 
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important, the city editors have pointed out. 
Aside from the interest ~n employee-types, other queries 
were made of the executives. Among, these, the question of 
opinion polls. Had faith in these surveys succumbed with the 
Truman march to the Wllite House during the election year of 1948 
when the polls experienced a most fateful setback? 
The responding city editors didn't_ condemn the polls 
, wholly. In answer to the question of the value of these quizzes 
only five editors out of 211, claimed that the polls were use-
less. Eleven still maintained implicit belief in them, while 
14l,the majority, admitted the polls were fairly valuable, and 
54 city editors placed little faith in their validity. Four 
editors failed to answer the question. It is illuminating to 
find that bhe city editors' distrust of the polls, though not 
completely antagonistic, is aptly supported by a professor of 
psychology and member of the Institute of Human Relations at 
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Yale University, John Dollar.d. He states: 11 The popular confi.-. 
dence in polls is in part a result of transfer from other scien-
tific operations. Numbers have com~ to have an awesome quality 
for the layman. Faith in polls ma.y also be transferred. from 
the many situations in ordinary life in which people keep their 
promises, the straw vote being taken as a kind of promise to 
perform. But can we assume that surveys which are properly 
taken (conducted) and statistically reliable are also beha-
viorally valid? The Saturday-to-Tuesday political poll carries 
its own warrant as to validity but can such validity be imputed 
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by analogy to any other survey? Ml feeling is that it cannot. 
Validation must be independently 'established in each opinion-
action situation." 
Professor Dollard noted with clarity that many a slip 
results in the transition from opinion to act which accounts 
for much of the condemnation meted out to the various pollers. 
The opinions that these surveyers obtain may be valid, in the 
sense that the person quizzed may own to such opinions. However 
the Yale expert shows that people do not mechanize their opi• 
nions into the logical acts which should follow such thoughts. 
The city editors are right in not placing too high a value on 
the present polling methods though the results are of exquisite 
reading interest to the public. Up until this time, the science 
of opinion polling has not been an exact one which presents a 
recurring problem of nationwide significance each election year. 
On another question, which perhaps is basically more in-
timate to the newspaper industry, the city editors were again 
given to prepossession. They were requested to reveal their 
preferences for wire services, and why. The three usual media 
were suggested: Associated Press, United Press, and Interna-
tional News Service. Out of the 197 city editors who responded, 
157 (79~7 per cent) preferred Associated Press. Eighty-six 
executives felt that the AP was more reliable, while 11 editors 
said that it provided better written material. Another 30 
editors submitted a variety of reasons from 11 we get the service 11 
to n4I used to work for them." Thirty executives said that they 
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liked AP but didn't know why. (See Tables XXVIII & XXIX). 
United Press carried second place with 39 (19.8 per cent) 
favoring this service. Most of those editors (20) selecting UP 
claimed that the writing is brighter and not so conservative as 
AP. Only four said that it is more reliable; nine editors, 
other reasons; while six editors could provide no reason for 
their choice. 
International News Service was selected by only one city 
editor because of the colorful presentation of its news stories. 
Eighteen executives stated no particular preference. Of this 
group, however, some qua.lif ied their silence. Eight liked AP 
and UP; two failed to note any difference ~mong the three 
agencies; while one editor designated both AP and UP as his 
choices. 
In the choosing of press associations~ the majority of 
these newsmen made their selections attended by the thought that 
the favorite service is more reliable. While greater reliabi-
lity, together with speedy transm.i.ssion and the importance 
of the press association to the American.public is summed up in 
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the words of Herbert Brucker: 11 It all comes down to this: the 
whole machinery of information that constitutes contemporary 
journalism depends on the press associations for its contact 
with a great part of the physical world. Radios, moving pic-
~~~ tures, still photography, and television can, in proper circum-
stances, report directly from the scene of action. But the 
proper circumstances attend only a minority of the news 
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"TABLE XXVIII 
EDITORS 1 PREFERENCES OF PRESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Service Number Per cent 
Associated Press 
United Press 
International News Service 
No Preference 
Of' the No Preference: 
Likes AP & UP 8 
Likes All Three 2 
Likes AP & INS 1 
157 
39 
1 
18 
TABLE XXIX 
REASONS FOR EDITORS' CHOICE OF PRESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Better More Wider No 
79.7 
19.8 
0 .. 5 
Written Reliable Variety Reason TOTAL 
Associated Press 11 86 -·~ 30 30 157 
United Press 20 4 9 6 39 
International News Service 1 0 0 0 1 
NOTE: 197 Editors Answered 
developments about which the citizens of' a democracy must know. 
Hence the press association, and the related newspaper and radio 
reports that give color, details, and background, are the old 
reliables. Make no mistake about it: the press associations 
do the bulk of' the work. Without the press associations and 
their fellows, America would live in darkness.'" 
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CHAPTER X 
EVALUATION OF THE CITY EDITORS! RESPONSIBILITY 
RESPONSIBILITY~-The right of a newspaper to attract and 
hold readers is restricted by nothing but consideration of pub-
lie welfare. The use a newspaper makes of the share of public 
attention it gains serves to determine its sense of responsi~ 
bility, which it shares with every member of its staff. A 
journalist who uses his power for any selfish or otherwise 
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unworthy purpose is faithless to a high trust. 
For the purposes of this analysis, the above Canon of 
Journalism, ascribed to by the American Society of Newspape,r 
Editors will be employed as a: standard of. criticism in further 
examining opinions and attitudes of the responding city editors* 
The maxim of the society which maintains that a responsible 
press must exercise a duty as well as its constitutional right, 
' is set forth as the first and perhaps the most important axiom 
of this newsman's code. For without responsibility the other 
corollaries such as sincerity, truthfulness, accuracy, impar-
tiality, decency and fair play would be nonsense. Without the 
term responsibility the Canons would exist as an organism minus 
its head; less its faculties for discerning the truth and 
fairness, like a cadaver bereft of life and spirit, accountable 
to no one. 
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The editors were asked: 11 How do you consider your respon-
sibility in evaluating the news of your community (Give the 
reader what he wants; what's best for him, etc.)? All but 10 
of the editors preferred an opinion. Some who declined to an-
swer complained that 11 it would take pages," or that the author 
demanded too much from them. 
In the main a generous stream of impressions was supplied 
b~ the executives. However, the actual codifying of such re-
actions to a basic question of journalism would be an impossible 
task. And the underlying conclusions of thes same editors 
would rest on their private versions of what constitutes NEWS. 
I 
The textbook data which attempts to define news in funda-
mental terms has much-to its merit academically, as these 
various qualities of appeal supply the hinges upon which a news 
story is fastened and made ready for sale. But the hinges are 
many as the house is large. Some authorities like Professor 
MacDougall of Northwestern University suggests the elements of 
readership interest to be inclusive in the following: sex, age, 
personal appeal, sympathy, unusualness, progress, combat sus~ 
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pense, and animals. He also indicates that there is general 
agreeme~t on news values such as timeliness, proximity, promi-
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nence, consequence and human interest. 
But these concepts as measures of appeal are necessarily 
restricted in use. Moral judgments on the part of both the 
editor and the reader, a sense of civic duty to the community 
by the newspaper, or readers' tastes befitting geographical 
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locations, traditions or a heter.ogeny of other reasons affect 
the printing and display of the news. For lack of space, the 
editor cannot print all the news, and in many cases wouldn't if 
he could. So with these factors in mind, these limitations, the 
city editor must exercise a responsibility--to furnish his rea-
ders with the NEWS. But what NEWS? And in further considera~ 
tion of the first Journalism Canon setting forth the definition 
of RESPONSIBILITY what are these editors' decisions? 
Despite one• editor 1 s objection that the question was 
loaded, the other editors either followed the leads: Give the 
reader what he wants; what 1 s best for him; or they answered 
the query with disregard to the question's initial suggestion. 
If any general conclusion can be drawn from the responses, 
it is this one: the majority, by a large number, advocated 
11 down the middle'' reporting. In the following remarks by the 
city editors certain qualifications and considerations are 
stressed. Note emphasis by this group on all the news. 
WHAT TO PRINT: ALL THE NEWS? 
My responsibility is to carry out the tradition of The 
Scranton Times, to print all the news. It makes no difference 
who is involved; if it is news it goes in the paper. (city 
editor, Scranton Times, Pa.) 
Print all the news, evaluating it on basis of what is of 
most importance and of inter~st to the most_readers. (city 
editor, Nashville Banner, Tenn.) 
Give the reader fair treatment of all local news that pro-
perly fits into a family newspaper. (city editor, ~rand. Rapids 
Mich.) 
We try to give the reader all of the news available. (city 
editor, Orlando Sentinel-Star, Fla.) 
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I believe all of the news, not to the detriment of public 
morals or health should be published without exception no matter 
who or what it involves. (city editor, Holly, Colo.) 
Give him all the news, with the background necessary, so 
that he can form his own judgments. (city editor, San Francisco, 
Calif.) 
The reader is entitled to thorough coverage of all local 
news, and in regard to activities of city council and other 
departments of city government, I believe that the coverage 
should be extensive even if a sizeable number of readers refuse 
to wade through all of it. (city editor, Idaho Free Press, Ida.) 
Give the reader all possible news fairly and accurately; 
with play on news which has the widest interest. (city editor, 
Rockford Morning Star, Ill.) 
Give reader all community news that's fit to print. (city 
editor, Webster City, Iowa) 
(Print) all the news within the bounds of decency and com-
mon sense. (city editor, Oskaloos.a Daily Herald, Okla.) 
Fair and accurate reporting of all the news that's fit to 
print. (city editor, Duluth Daily Herald & News~Tribune, Minn.) 
Give the reader as complete and impartial coverage of all 
news as possible. (city editor, Minneapolisj Minn.) 
Report as fairly as possible, and accurately, without 
editorializin.g all available news. (city editor, Fulton Daily 
Sun-Gazette, Mo.) 
Give them all the news, let them make up their own minds 
c·oncerning the news. (city editor, Poplar Bluff Daily American-
Republic, Mo.) 
We attempt to cover all the news of the community giving 
special attention to city and county government and community 
supported projects. (city editor, Niagara Falls Gazette, N. Y.) 
Give him all the news of the community as far as space 
permits, with principal play for story that seems to deserve it 
regardless of type news. (city editor, Staten Island, ~ •.. Y.) 
The primary responsibility is to give the news, all of it 
as far as it is possible. (city editor, Medford Mail-Tribune, 
Ore.) · 
My responsibility primarily is to give the news, to cover 
all the news in this region, devoting space according to its 
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news value. (city editor, Lock Haven Express, Pa.) 
I have found all news is the best news, no matter who gets 
hurt. (city editor, Charleroi Mail, Pa.) 
To present both sides of the news objectively without favor. 
Publish all of it. (city editor, Memphis Press-Scimitar, Tenn.) 
We try to cover all local news possible from birth to 
death. (city editor, Newport Daily News, R. I.) 
All the news that's fit to print. (city editor, Chatta-
nooga Times, Tenn.) 
Policy both as Editor and City Editor has been consistently 
to use all news. (city edi~or, Caledonian~Record, Vt.) 
Report all. the news to the best of our ability. (city 
editor, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Wash.) 
Give fair, full coverage of all news possible. Get both 
sides of all questions. (city editor, Spokane Daily Chronicle, 
Wash.) 
Believe I have a responsibility to give the reader all the 
important news whether he wants it or not. (city editor, River-
side Daily Press, ·calif.) 
To present all the news objectively, including items like 
scientific developments that would only interest a few. (city 
editor, Winona Lake, Ind.) 
As far as reporting on a small town daily is concerned, I 
try to give our readers all the news that takes place in the 
community, especially news that is a matter of public record. 
(city editor .. , Elko Daily Free Press, Nev .• ) 
The first responsibility is to get all the news and give it 
to the reader in strictly factual form. (city editor, Mamaro-
neck Daily Times, N. Y.) 
Give fair and accurate account of all news worth reporting, 
regardless of whether it conflicts with editorial policy of our 
paper. (city editor, Charlotte Observer, N. G.) 
Many editors emphasize reader preference as their first 
rule in editing judgment. However, the editors, in offering 
this thesis qua~ify it with an ethical determinant. 
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WHAT TO PRINT: WHAT TEE READER WANTS? 
. 
Give him what he (reader) wants ·f.n a fair and unbiased 
manner. (city editor, Pekin Daily Times, Ill.) 
Give the reader what he wants yet at the same time closely 
edit copy that is obscene, lewd, with full cooperation to civic 
clubs, churches and local government. (city editor, Robinson 
Daily News, Ill.) .. 
I try to give the reader what he wa~ts, based mostly on the 
theory that by being impartial, what is interesting to me should 
be interesting to him, also by following any suggestions to the 
best of my ability. (city editor, Washington Democrat, Ill.) 
What he wants except when it is obscene or unfair to some 
individual. (city editor, Clinton Herald, Iowa) 
What the reader wants. (Washington Evening Journal, Iowa) 
Give the reader what he is primarily interested in and what 
in our opinion he should be most interested in if he knew of or 
about it. (city editor, Great Bend Daily 'Tribune, Kan.) 
Generally speaking--what he wants--with an occasional 
shocker in.crime, graft, traffic conditions. (city editor, 
Lexington Herald-Leader, Ky.) 
Give the reader what he wants but try to make him want 
what you give him. Entertain him and inform him. (city editor, 
Portland Press ... Herald, Me.) · 
We give the reader what he wants in most cases, but we are 
governed by other factors: 1. obligation to the community; 
2. is material newsworthy and informative. (city editor, 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, Mass.) 
Give them what they want--the publisher reads the paper too. 
(city editor, Worcester Telegram & Gazette, Mass.) 
I try to give the reader what he wants up to a certain de-
gree, but consider any news that might be prejudicial to best 
interests of our nation before publishing same~ city editor, 
Vineland Times-Journal, N. J.) 
What he wants within reason. (city editor, Atlantic City, 
N. J.) .. 
What he wants, tempered by avoiding insofar as possible, 
angles. (city editor, Gloversville Leader Republican & Morning 
Herald,·N. Y.) 
10'7. 
Give the reader what he wants, emphasizing as complete a 
cross section of all important happenings within power to put 
into type, this power being mechanical and space limited. (city 
editor, Troy Record, N.Y.) 
Give the reader what he wants, being careful to remain fair 
to all involved. (city ~ditor, Raleigh News & Observer, N. C.) 
Give the reader what I believe he wants, both local and 
national. (city editor, Bryon Times, Ohio) 
We aim to give the reader what he wants as long as it is 
suitable for use in a family newspaper. (city editor, Coshocton 
Tribune & Times Age, Ohio) 
Give reader what he wants, as much public service as paper 
will carry; enlightening features. (city editor, Cincinnati 
Post, Ohio) 
I believe in giving the reader w~at he wants in an easy-to-
read manner, well illustrated, brief, colorful. (city editor, 
Dayton Journal-Herald, Ohio) 
Give the reader what he wants, qualified by maintaining 
best interests of the community as a whole. (city editor, 
Duncan, Okla.) 
Attempt to give the reader what he wants., (city editor, 
Tulsa World, Okla.) 
By all means give the reader what he wants to read, unless 
it would reflect on the moral value of the newspaper. (city 
editor, Tarentum Valley Daily Times, Pa.} 
Base it as strictly as possible on its news merits; prefer 
giving reader as nearly as possible what I think he wants. 
(city editor, Roanoke Times~World News, Va.) 
What reader wants. (city editor 1 Wheeling News~Register & 
Intelligencer, W. Va.) 
Give reader what he wants within reason and newsworthiness 
also other stories and features for his welfare. (city editor, 
Wausau Record-Herald, Wis. ) 
We give the reader what he wants because that is the only 
way a newspaper can stay in business. (city editor, Centralia 
Sentinel, Ill.) 
Give reader what he wants. (city editor, Long Beach, Cal.) 
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Yes, give the reader what he wants (within limits of space, 
breakfast table taste, etc.); but by all means explain it to 
him. (city editor, Salem Ore-gon Statesman, Ore.) 
Reader should get what he wants in greatest quantity, and 
what is good for him in next greatest quantity. (city editor, 
St. Petersburg Times, Fla.) 
Give reader what he wants so far as possible. (city editor, 
Modesto Bee, Calif.) 
Give the reader what he wants seems to be a satisfactory 
criterion, within of course, certain limitations of decency and 
news space available. (city editor, Berkeley Gazette, Calif.) 
What he wants if its factual and not slanted. (city editor 
North Hollywood Valley Times, Calif.) 
What he wants. (city editor, Bakersfield, Californian, 
Calif.) 
To give the readers what they want within the limits of 
good taste and what's good for them whenever possible without 
undue editorializing. (city editor, Shawnee News-Star, Okla.) 
Give readers what they want within reasonable limits of 
course. (city editor, Lynchburg News & Daily Advance, Va.) 
I believe that the paper should give its readers what they 
want--the problem, of course, being that not all readers want 
the same things. (city editor, Pittsburg Headlight-Sun, Kan.) 
We give the reader what he wants, but accurately not 
slanted. (city editor, Kennebec Journal, Me.) 
Try to give the reader what he wants--and perhaps sneaking 
in now and then with something he may not like but which will 
do him some good. ('city editor, Borger News-Herald, Tex.) 
WHAT TO PRINT: WHAT 1 S BEST FOR TEE READER? 
Enough of what he wants to entice him to read more of what 
is best for him. (city editor, Flint Journal, Mioh.) 
We publish everything of local interest, editing to conform 
to good taste and eliminating practically all sex stories, and 
minimizing crime and violence except when of major importance. 
(city editor, Adrian Telegram, Mich.) 
Special pains .are taken t;o promote worthy community pro-
jects. (city editor 1 San Pedro Pilot, Calif.) 
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Naturally the story that will interest or effect the most 
people should be given top play but I believe a lively school 
story will interest a lot more people (all of whom have had some 
connection with schoois) than a lively sex story (slaying) with 
which most people have had slight experience. Don't hold me to 
this next time I have to make the choice, however. (city editor 
Newark News, N. J.) 
Print matter of public record and of civic int·erest in man-
ner readable to all members of family. (city editor, Allentown 
Call-Chronicle, Pa.) 
Keep dirt completely out. (city editor, Saugerties Daily 
Post, N.Y.) . 
( 
We consider reader confidence and family loyalty our grea-
test assets. Naturally we give generous news support to com-
munity drives and worthy campaigns, but try to avoid loading up 
with propaganda puffs* (city editor, Name Withheld By Request) 
Unslanted report of community happenings, leaving ou:t minor 
items which would serve no good purpose but which might cause 
anguish to those they concern, such as plain drunks, youthful 
offenders, family affairs that affect no one but the family. 
(city editor;.Binghamton Sun, N.Y.) 
Believe major responsibility is to promote public under-
standing of public issues, without prejudice, if possible. 
(city editor, Lumberton Robesonian, N. C.) 
--give much attention to issues, all cooperation on civic 
projects, which in. turn, bui!ld an area and recognize and provide 
service to the people. (city editor, Burlington Times-News, 
N. C.) 
However, I do feel that small newspapers are rapidly 
becoming ttvoids 11 in expression on opinions on national issues,. 
(city editor, Ashland Times-Gazette, Ohio) 
I feel first that I have a duty to report the news which 
is significant and meaningful. At the same time I believe that 
on occasion the best interests of the comm11nity come first. 
(city editor, Detroit Free Press, Mich.) 
Something for everybody. We like bur paper to range from 
science to sex and crime, but use only major stories on crime 
and sex, stories that are suitable for adults. (city editor, 
Astoria Astorian-Budget, Ore.) 
Interest, public service come first. (city editor, Browns-
ville Herald, Tex.) 
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I put information first in sifting the news--that is a 
story containing news of public import would come first, the 
general run of factual coverage, second; features, third, etc. 
(city editor, Fort Worth Star~Telegram, Tex.) 
Fundamentally, I suppose, we give the reader what we think 
is best for him in the sense of what is most imnortant that he 
knows. (city editor, Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Va.) 
--stories pertaining to morals not always used merely 
because (they) would be read. (city editor, Duquoin, Ill.) 
--even if a reader wants crime news, I think it should be 
played down, should be treated objectively and factually. (city 
, editor, Alton Evening Telegraph, Ill.) 
Responsibility in evaluating news heavy, particularly with 
regard to law enforcement. (city editor, Clearwater, Fla.) 
Generally giving reader what is best for him, on the 
grounds that desires are as manyfold as readers. (city editor, 
Van Wert Times-Bulletin, Ohio) 
We seek a balance of news of top reader interest with 
emphasis on stories concerning civic benefit. (city editor, 
Lynn Daily Item, Mass.) · 
Same responsibility as toward feeding child. (city editor, 
Lexington Herald~Leader, Ky.) 
The stories which appear in our newspaper, unless they have 
a local angle, have little if anything to do with sex or bruta-
lity. (city editor, Portage Daily Register, Wis.) 
Little choice (what to print),but eliminate mostly scan-
dalous, irreligious, etc. (city editor, Mahanoy City Record-
American, Pa.) 
In my opinion it is all best for him. (city editor, Newton 
News, Iowa) 
Evaluation of what we think he (reader) wants is generally 
negative; i.e., we don't sensationalize crime stories concer-
ning young people •••• we often try to get on the record with 
material we know won't be generally-read, particularly govern-
ment stories. (city editor, Charlotte News, N. C.) 
I doubt the theory of giving the·reader what he wants. 
While I am not of the quick~reform-through-journalism school 
type, I do believe it is a newspaper's duty to see that all news 
is fairly presented. (city editor, Fayetteville Times, Ark.) 
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I believe our paper has a strong community responsibility; 
should endeavor to keep public officials honest and should air 
both sides of community problems. (city editor, Seattle Times, 
Wash.) 
Give as substantial a cross section of community life as 
possible in space available, unbiased to a ~oint, but, in 
general playing up the more ethical side. (city editor, Medina 
Journal-Register; N. Y.) 
At all times the 
newspaper" and church 
perhaps it warrants. 
shire Patriot, N. H.) 
Monitor must be evaluated as a 11 family 
club news is given more prominence than 
(city editor, Concord Monitor & New Ramp-
What is best for him to know is what he has a right to 
know and expect from a reliable newspaper •.•• He must make the 
selection, in his reading, as to what he wants and what is best. 
(city editor, Alliance, Neb.) 
Education and information s.hould be bywords of every news-
paper. (city editor, Brainerd Dispatch, Minn.) 
I 
--I believe a newspaper (.and its editors) have t'he respon-
sibility of prote,cting the weak and the innocent; tha·t is, a 
humaneness in dealing with new:.s. and the lives of others. (city 
editor, Duluth Herald & News~Tribune, Minn.) 
I believe that a newspaper should serve as a force 'for good 
in a community and as such, mrr judgment of news is influenced 
by the things that will make the communit~ a better place to 
live. (city editor, St. Joseph Herald-Press, Mich.) 
Want to feel I can carry my own paper into my own home and 
not be ashamed of it. (city editor, Bridgeport Post & Telegram, 
Conn.) 
Although the reader might be interested, public interest 
may best be served under circumstances b-v omitting certain 
information. (city editor, Aberdeen American-News, S. D.) 
We figure sensational crime stories tend to breed crime. 
(city editor, Vinita Daily Journal-Leader, Okla.) 
WHAT TO PRINT: COMBINATION OF WHAT 1 S BEST AND WHAT THEY WANT? 
To some degree must give reader what he wants in order to 
keep him as a customer, but have obligation to provide news of 
informative nature (what's good for him). city editor, San 
Francisco News, Calif.) 
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Usually a happy medium between the two. (city editor, 
Baytown Sun, Tex.) 
Try to strike happy medium. (city editor, Lawrence Eagle, 
Mass~) ' 
We striV'e to give the reader a combination of what he wants 
and what is best for him. (city editor, Marshalltown, Iowa) 
One-town newspaper, therefore combination of both. If we 
wish to hold confidence of reader to .help direct thinking, must 
give him comprehensive coverage easy for himto find and read. 
(city editor, Elkhart Truth, Ind.) 
Thirty per cent of what he wants to hold his interests; 30 
per cent what is good for him in your opinion; let the rest go 
as it comes, if it appears to be factual and does not incite 
race or religious hatred. (city editor, East St. Louis 
Journal, Ill.) 
We give our readers certain amount of 11 what 1 s best for him 
news 11 but try also to keep it well balanced with interesting, 
but non-educational news of the 11 what he wants" type. (city 
editor, Rock Island Argus, Ill.) 
Try and try to combine these, in covering stories, for only 
if reader gets information he wants can he be guided to support 
things best for community and indirectly for the reader. (city 
editor, Monmouth Review-Atlas, Ill.) 
Give the reader what you think he wants plus what you think 
he ought to know. (city editor, Champaign-Urbana Courier, Ill.) 
A little of both. Type of community has much to do with 
evaluating news. (city editor, Ottawa Republican-Times, Ill.) 
Combination of .both, almost on a 5G-5G basis. (city editor 
Idaho State Journal, Ida~) · 
I think that you should strike a happy medium between the 
two extremes mentioned. (city editor, Athens Banner-Herald, Ga.) 
A mixture of both of the aforementioned factors is needed. 
(city editor, Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Mont.) 
Both are necessary in presenting a well rounded newspaper. 
(city editor, Sapulpa Herald, Okla.) 
A fair menu--a little of what I think he wants--more of 
what I think is best for him. (city editor, Eugene Register-
Guard, Ore.) 
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Give the reader enough of what he wants, along with plenty 
of what he wants but may not realize he wants it. (city editor, 
Middletown News-Journal·, Ohio) 
I believe a newspaper should give the reader a combination 
of what he wants and what is 1best for him. (city editor, Omaha 
World-Herald, Neb.) 
Both, in a small daily in a small town it is necessary to 
give him first what he 1ll read, wedging in what he should know 
and then some of what is best for him. (city editor, Wabash 
Plain Dealer & Times-Star, Ind.) 
You 
for him. 
restrain 
Utah) 
have to give him both what he wants and what is best 
You must be the judge of the latter, and you must 
the former. (city editor, Salt Lake City Tribune, 
I would say we give our readers a combination of both, 
although on many occa,sions I have killed stories which I be-
lieved were in poor taste. (city editor, Sheboygan Press, Wis.) 
You have to give them a combination of the two, but with 
emphasis on accuracy, honest news presentation, fair balance to 
all sides insofar as possible, and an effort to provide con-
structive leadership in the community. (city editor, Madison 
Capital Times, Wis.) 
What's good for him, crap he wants, good reading. (city 
editor, Bremerton Sun, Wash.) 
We try to give him what he wants, what we think he needs to 
know and an objective report of every community happening. 
(city editor, Little Rock Arkansas Gazette, Ark.) 
Give reader what he wants (management here leans to giving 
him what 1 s ttbest for him11 ). (city editor, Elmira Star-Gazette, 
N. y.) 
In general what's best for him and the community. Of 
course what reader wants must be considered, too, to a certain 
extent. (city editor, Towanda Review, Pa.) 
PLAY WHAT TO PRINT: ACCENT ON FACTUAL PRESENTATION? 
I do not feel that the news editorship, of a daily paper 
carries with it any obligation to serve as a censor of what 
readers are to read or not to read. (city editor, Merced Sun-
Star, Calif.) 
Who are we to judge what's 11 good11 for a reader? (city 
editor, Saginaw News, Mich.) 
ll4 
Give the reader the facts, good,,bad or indifferent. (city 
editor, Northampton Daily Hampshire Gazette, Mass.) 
~ 
The facts basically; what .he wants for circulation. (city 
editor, Vicksburg Evening Post & Herald, Miss.) 
Cover the news, whether it is what he wants or is best for 
him; but cover it with discretion as to manner. (city editor, 
Cape Cod Standard-Times, Mass.) 
I am not a censor or guardian of public morals. News 
should be presented in good taste and should not offend the 
sensibilities of people, but should not be handled with fear 
that someone may not like a particular item because it mentions 
that person. (city editor, Akron Beacon~Journal, Ohio) 
Who the hell am I to tell the reader whatts best for him, 
as long as it's decent to be read by the whole family. (city 
editor, Tulsa Tribune, Okla.) 
Do not believe any newspaper can decide what is best for a 
reader that is from a crime news angle. (city editor, Richmond 
Daily Register, Ky.) 
Give the reader the facts and let him draw his own conclu-
sions. (city editor, Frederick News & Post, Md.) 
Writing all the news fairly, letting the chips fall where 
they may. (city editor, Iron Mountain News, Mich.) 
Print the news regardless of whether they like it or not. 
(city editor, Owosso Argus~Press, Mich.) 
We attempt to give an honest account and are not squeamish 
over whether a story is good or bad for the reader; the more 
newsworthy a story, the better we like it. (city editor, St. 
Charles Cosmos-Monitor, Mo.) 
I believe in printing the facts in every story and let the 
reader evaluate them for himself: Who·, am I to say what 1 s best 
for the reader. (city editor, Wilson Daily Times, N. C.) 
We try to cover as much of the activity in our area as is 
possible on a factual basis. (city editor, Schenectady Gazette, 
N. y •) 
It it's news, it's worth printing. Anything affecting 
city office holders is rated news; I prefer to leave to the 
editorial page items on what I think is best for the reader. 
(city editor, Hammond Times, Ind.) 
115 
Report the news as it presents itself, without bias, edi-
torial opinion, coloring. (city editor, La Salle News-Tribune, 
Ill.) 
Giving an impartial coverage. (city editor, Boulder Daily 
Camera, Colo.) 
Try to give him the straight news in the story. W~ite your 
ideas editorial slant in editorials. (city editor, Los Angeles 
Mirror, Calif.) 
Give the reader a responsible report on the daily and 
weekly and monthly news in as completely unbia,sed a manner as is 
humanly possible. (city editor, Riverside Daily Press, Calif.) 
--give the reader light and let him see for himself. (city 
editor, Stuttgart Leader & Arkansawyer, Ark.) 
I believe in fair and objective reporting upon the assump-
tion that the average American, given a set of facts, can reach 
a fair conclusion. (city editor, Atlanta Journal & Constitution 
Ga.) 
Any actual account of news. Naturally crime stories get 
greatest reader interest. (city editor, Biloxi-Gulfport Herald, 
Miss.) 
Perhaps we should headline a few columns, 11 This you SHOULD 
or MUST know. 11 (city editor, Ossining Citizen-Register, N.Y.) 
If it's news print it unless at the same time trivial and 
injurious to persons involved. · (city editor, Huntington 
Advertiser, W. Va.) 
Give the reader the news, regardless of whether he likes it 
especially. (city editor, Birmingham News & Post~Herald, Ala.) 
To give the reader as complete coverage of community acti-
vity factually reported as possible. (city editor, Ponca City, 
Okla.) 
Responsibility is to give readers of our small paper best 
possible digest of what 1 s going on in the world about them. 
(city editor, Port Angeles Evening News, Wash.) 
Give the reader the news regardless of_.whom is involved or 
who's feelings are hurt. (city editor, Fairmont, W.Va.) 
To glve the reader an opportunity to read the news of the 
world, the nation and the community by subscribing to just this 
one newspaper. (city editor, Wenatchee Daily World, Wash.) 
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We try to give the truth but still keep stories within the 
bounds of decency. (city editor, Charlestown Daily Mail, W. Va.) 
Give readers the truth, whether they like it or not. (city 
editor, Montpelier Evening Argus, Vt.) 
Factual news presented attractively. (city editor, Newport 
News Daily Press, Va.) 
I believe in giving the reader the t:r:uth, whether it is 
good for him or not, and to .present the truth in a fair and re-
liable manner. (city editor, Charlottesville, Va.) 
Give the reader the news as fairly and accurately as pos-
sible whether he wants it or whether I think it best for him. 
(city editor, Del Rio News~Herald; Tex.) 
We try to give an impartial picture of what goes on in our 
community. (city editor, Greenville News, S. C.) 
There is a heavy responsibility to give the reader the news 
of his community in a fair, unbiased manner. (city editor, 
Lancaster Intelligencer-Journal, Pa.) 
Essentially, the reader gets what's best for him and 
generally finds in what he wants. He wanfs conciseness, facts, 
apt condensation in news analysis. (city editor, Aliquippa 
Beaver Valley Times, J;a.) 
Give the reader what he wants and the public what they need 
(city editor, Bangor Daily News, Pa.) 
On the theory that the reader wants the facts and will do 
a pretty good job of forming accurate and fair opinions, that 
is what we try to give. (city editor, Canton Repository, Ohio) 
' Concise and full report when possible. (city editor, 
Hendersonville Time,s:...News, N. c.) 
Give full, accurate picture of the local scene. (city 
editor, Port Chester Daily Item, N. Y.) 
Fair, objective account of all activities regardless of 
importance. (city editor, Union City Hudson City Dispatch, N.JJ 
To give as complete and accurate a picture of community 
activities as human fraility and mechanical limitation will per-
mit. (city editor, Hackensack Bergen Evening Record, N. J.) 
Give the news as it happens. (city editor, Asbury Park 
Press , N .• J. ) 
11'7 
Be responsible--give the reader the news and present all 
stories in proper perspective. (city editor, Minneapolis Star 
& Tribune, Minn.) 
Attempt to reflect as fairly and accurately as possible 
the multi-fold interests and events of community life. (city 
editor, Ann Arbor News, Mich.) · 
We try to give our readers as much information as possible 
about ·local affairs and events. (city editor, Manhattan 
Mercury-Chronicle, Kan.) 
Give him the news whether he wants it or not, whether·it 1 s 
good for him or not. (city editor, Lancaster Sunday News, Pa.) 
Give the reader the truth written in a way that he will 
want to read it. (city editor, Wall Street Journal (POE), Cal.) 
It is my opinion that an editor sh011ld attempt to give 
readers the facts they need to know, written so that they can 
understand it; and that it is just as much a duty to enter-
tain readers and keep them interested in the paper. (city 
editor, Helena, Ark.) 
Give the reader what he wants if he knows but we try par-
ticularly to cover the news as it develops without coloring it. 
(city editor, Walla Walla Union-Bulletin, Wash.) 
Give him the top of the news nationally, all local news of 
any interest--variety of features--local functions. (city 
editor, Barre Daily Times, Vt.) 
Try to inform first, then entertain, then instruct. (city 
editor, Muskogee Oklahoma Press, Okla.) 
Good general coverage and pictures of all kinds. (city 
editor, Sandusky Register Star-News, Ohio·) 
Job is to entertain readers, inform them. (city editor, 
Endicott Bulletin, N.Y.) 
PLAY WHAT TO PRINT: ACCENT ON INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE? 
To give the reader what is interesting and important to 
him; to make the important seem interesting. (city editor, 
Fort Worth Press, Tex.) 
Interest and importance. (city editor, Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, Tex.)' 
• > 
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Give the reader all the interesting news that happens that 
will not do positive harm to an innocent person. (city editor, 
Columbus Ohio State Journal, Ohio) 
We attempt to mirror the all-around life of our city and to 
offer the reader insofar as possible news of his varied inte-
rests. (city editor, Greenville Piedmont, s. C.) 
Give the reader first what the town is interested in. 
(city editor, Columbus Citizen, Ohio) 
I give him what I think will interest him. (city editor, 
Hartford Times, Conn.) 
Giving the reader all information that might be of interest 
to him. (city editor, Louisville Courier-Journal, Ky.) 
Ordinary impartial play of news as it deserves it from 
local interest viewpoint. (city editor, Lake Charles American-
Press, La.) 
What we think is the most interesting and .generally read. 
(city editor, Biddeford Journal, Me~) 
If it has reader interest I believe in publishing it. 
(city editor, Lawrence Eagle & Tribune, Mass.) 
Some stories are printed as a matter of responsibility; 
others have uncommon interest because of the persons or subject 
involved and still others are entertaining--generally, news is 
something that I think people will be interested enough in to 
read. (city editor, Williamsport Grit, Pa.) 
Give the community the news which I think will. be of the 
most interest to the most readers. (city editor, Sikeston 
Standard, Mo.) 
Give reader news in which he or she is interested. (city 
editor, Norfolk Daily News, Neb.) 
Where most interest lies from personality of town. (city 
editor, Phoenixville Daily Republican, Pa.) 
We judge news on two main bases: importance, interest. 
(city editor, Geneva Daily Times, N. Y.) 
WHAT TO PRINT: SIDELIGHTS. 
It is quite impossible to define news. It is a saleable 
commodity and must be handled .as such in these days of competi-.. 
' I tion. The advent of radio and television has increased the 
interest in news and has added also to the newspapers' 
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responsibility to put news in its proper perspective. We ~eel 
the readers o~ our paper want the type of news we present. 
(city editor, New York Herald-Tribune, N.Y.) 
Locally, we report news as the publisher directs--Republi~ 
can--slanted and restricted considerably by his other business 
(banking) and his personal blacklist. Nationally, sensational, 
slanted Republican and American First. The paper operates as a 
private institution ~or ~inancial gain ~irst and public good 
and benefit second. (city editor, Clarksburg Telegram, W. Va.) 
The 11 Story 1 s 11 the thing. (city editor, Ludington Daily 
News, Mich.) 
Within the limits o~ .Policy as laid. down by owners "Make 
'em laugh, make t em cry, make 1 em say: 1 I know where that is • 11 
(city editor, Lima News, Ohio) . 
I ~eel it is necessary to cover many new categories o~ news 
such as labor, medicine, science, rami~ications of government 
and the pattern o~ things that may not be detected ~rom straight 
coverage o~ separated ~actors. (city editor, Cincinnati En-
quirer, Ohio) 
The recurring words, truth, impartiality, ~airness, decency 
and completeness which ~rames the answers o~ these news practi-
tioners, the city editors, are ~air indicators o~ their sense 
of both news and ethical values in presenting the news. While 
divergence o~ opinion resulted necessarily in the restricted 
space available on the questionnaire, its cause was,evidently 
not ignorance o~ fund~mental concepts. Many editors were 
pressed ~or time and answered briefly. Others chose a speci~ic 
phase o~ the question ~or elucidation. Some wrote extra pages 
as an addenda. In any event, these ad lib remarks by interested 
editors on a subject so provocative of journalistic thought 
compels examination in summary. 
The A. S. N. E. Canon defining 11 responsibili ty," previously 
'c' 
detailed in this chapter restricts the attracting or holding 
• :0. .,;_ • -'. -· •• :~ • • 
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power of a newspaper to the stated 11 consideration of public 
welfare. 11 Opinions of 110 (53.7 per cent) of the answering 
city editors, in general mentioned an inclusive presentation of 
11 all 11 the news; factually and without bias. Fifty-three city 
editors (25.8 per cent) placed the accent of their responsibi-
lity on "what the reader wants, 11 --his interest, that is, as well 
as importance of the news presented. The remarks of five city 
editors could not be categorized in these general ramifications. 
Forty-two executives commented that their newspapers strove to 
promote community betterment as well as a comprehensive report 
on community government affairs. Many of these city editors 
expressed the view that they felt compelled to report fully the 
affairs of their municipal governments knowing at the same time 
that much of the material would not be read. Twenty editors 
deplored the coloring or slanting of news stories, while 52 
executives placed the 11 ethical 11 handling of stories high in 
their interpretations of what constitutes 11 responsibility. 11 
The ethical factors considered by these editors for the 
mostpart had as its theme: the omission of the names of juve-
nile delinquents; the playing down of scandalous matter which 
might be injurious to innocent people; and tbe entry of news 
stories in their proper perspectives, that is refraining from 
racial, religious or group antagonism in the community. Only 
two editors of the 205 replying editors scored their respective 
publisher-employers for being unfair and partial in the presen-
tation of the news which they were hired to edit and report. 
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And so like random lengths of timber in our nation's wood-
lands, or bridges of steel, or great factories and highways 
that span the miles, the newspaper and its editor only serve 
the purpose for which they were grown or constructed. The city 
editor toils for the age in which he now inhabits. He's neither 
a superman nor a device of the future. His tools are socio-
logical tools: the adventures of a society in the business 
of living, loving, dying or entering as does the baby on the 
threshhold of the world; and a philosophy guides his spirit 
through a maze of tomorrows and tomorrows; the philosophy that 
anything can happen--and often does. 
No attempt has been made in these foregoing pages to manu-
facture an rtaverage" city editor. And like a random length of 
timber the stature of each individual editor is regulated by the 
natural conditions and environment where he has taken root. 
The many opinions, suggested by these men and women, are the 
fuel in the propulsion of a free and democratic press; quite 
' 
unlike the doctrinaire quotations of a totalitarianism. 
THE END .. 
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